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CHAIR OF THE PRACTICE OF PHYSIC IN THE 
UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 



FIRST ADDRESS FROM DR. LAYCOCK. 



To the Bight Honourable the Lord Provost, the Magistrates^ 
and Tovm Council of the City of Edinburgh, Patrons of 
the University, 



My Lord Pbovost and Gentlemen, 

Your illustrious townsman. Professor Alison, having 
resigned the Chair of the Practice of Physic in the University of 
Edinburgh, I most respectfully beg leave to offer myself as a 
Candidate for the appointment. 

I can unaffectedly say that I have ventured on this step with 
feelings of very great diffidence. The chair I seek has been occupied 
by a succession of men whose names are historical ; it is, perhaps, 
the highest academical honour attainable in the medical profession ; 
and being in a University of world-wide reputation, to fill it worthily 
involves the gravest responsibility. If, however, after considering 
the evidence, which I shall shortly lay before you, as to my fitness 
for this most important position, you should do me the great honour 
to select me, permit me to assure you that no*fefforts on my part shall 
be wanting to justify your choice. 

I have been twenty-eight, years in the profession as student and 
practitioner. After studying in London during three winter and two 
sunimer sessions at University College, I spent a session in the 
School of Medicine of Paris. Subsequently I received, in 1836, the 
appointment of Resident Medical Officer to the York Couat^ Ha^-^^^^sik^ 
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which I held for upwards of three years. I then went to study for 
a session at the University of Gottingen. After visiting the principal 
Hospitals in Germany, I returned to York, where I practised both 
Medicine and Surgery until 1842, when I received the appointment 
of Physician to the York Dispensary, and I was admitted a 
Licentiate Extra-Urbem of the Royal College of Physicians of 
London. In 1846, I was elected to the Chair of the Practice of 
Physic in the York Medical School, which I have occupied ever 
since. For the last thirteen years, I have also had a considerable 
share in the advancement of Public Hygiene. 

In compliance with the usual method of proceeding on occasions 
of this kind, I shall take an early opportunity of placing before you 
such evidence of my professional labours and acquirements, and of 
my fitness for the appointment I seek as will, I humbly trust, obtain 
your approval. 

I am, with the greatest respect. 

My Lord Provost and Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient humble Servant, 
THOS. LAYCOCK. 

York, 24th Aug., 1866. 
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CHAIR OF THE PRACTICE OF PHYSIC IN THE 
UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 



SECOND ADDRESS FROM DR, LAFCOCK, 



^JS 



Jo the Rigid Honourable the Lord Provost^ the MagiatrateSf 
and Town Council of the City of Edinburgh^ Patrons of 
the University, 



My Lord Provost and Gentlemen, 

I have now the honour most respectfully to submit 
for your consideration a portion of the evidence which I propose to 
lay before you, as to my qualifications for filling the vacant chair of 
Physic in your University. The accompanying statement is intended 
to constitute a summary of my labours as a cultivator and teacher of 
the theory and practice of medicine and of those departments of 
science in more or less intimate relation therewith. 

Yet in this respect it is imperfect, for the necessity of being brief 
compelled me to be so concise that the Titles of the Treatises, Reviews, 
Essays, Lectures, and other printed papers, do but inadequately 
express in many instances their actual extent and the nature of their 
contents. The communications to periodical medical literature 
would alone sufiice to fill several octavo volumes, -and would, there- 
fore, require a corresponding index to give a sufficient idea of the 
subjects treated of. 

I would also beg leave to state that the critical notices which I 
have ventured to add, are by no means so numerous as they might 
have been, had I kept a record of what had been published or written 
regarding my labours, during the long period of eighteen years over 



which the published works and papers extend. In default of this 
record I have been obliged to content myself with such criticisms 
as could be hastily got together ; they having this merit, however, 
that not one word of them has been written with the most remote 
anticipation of an emergency of this kind. 

I may also be permitted to add, that the writers of the greater 
number are either not known to me personally, or will now learn, for 
the first time, what author they were criticising. This remark 
applies more especially to the Medical Essays in the form of reviews 
published in the Quarterly Journals, all of which (except four or 
five) were published, as is customary, anonymously. 

I am, with the greatest respect. 

My Lord Peovost and Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient humble Servant, 

THOS. LAYCOCK. . 
York, 30th Aug., 1855. 



CHRONOLOGICAL CATALOGUE. 



1. On the Acid and Alkaline reaction of the Saliva. i^^?*^i pv 
A series of Clinical and Experimental Observations. — rioSnr^^ 
London Medical Gazette, 

" This is an interesting addition to the Physiological subject 
to which it refers, and is precisely such a communication as 
the house-surgeons of hospitals are so well qualified to give, 
but which, we are sorry to say, they so rarely do give." — 
British and Foreign Medical Review, vol. v. p. 268. 

2. Cases of Pulmonary Disease. 1. Periodic foetid p ^ ,^^^*^- 
Bronchitis. 2. Gangrenous Pneumonia. — Ibid. Pract. ^SediSie. 

S. On the Advantages of Water-Cushions for the 1838. 

bed-ridden.— io»rfo;^ Medical Gazette. ^P™^- Medicine. 

This was the first introduction of the use of water-cushions, 

since hecome so general, for the sick. 

. • 1838 

4. On the Treatment of Spasm of the Glottis. — Ihid. -pnxX. Medicine. 

5. On the Pathology of Abdominal Tumors. — Ibid, patholo^^^* 

6. On the Iodide of Potassium as a substitute for 1838. 
Sarza.— Zowrfow Medical Gazette. ^^*- Medicine. 

7. On the Effects of Colchiciun and Lytta applied 1838. 
e^temsSly.— London Medical GazeUe. ^P^*- Medidne. 

8. Cases of Hysterical Ischuria. — Edinburgh Med- ^ . ?^^?; , 

. T T o • 7 r ? Special raihology. 

teal and Surgical Journal. 

" On a former occasion we referred to this class of diseases, 

and expressed a wish that the subject were investigated in a 

philosophical manner. There is none more interesting in the 

records of physic. As contributing some new and authentic 

material, Mr. Laycock's paper will be useful; it is highly 

creditable to his zeal and industry." — British and Foreign 

Medical Review, vol. v. 

1838 

9. 1. Cases of Hysterical Haemorrhages. 2. Hys- Special Pathology. 
terical Nervous Affections. — Edin. Med. and Surg. Jour. 

10. On Anomalous forms of Hysteria, with new Special Pathology. 
Views of their Phenomena. — Edin. Med. and Surg. Jour. 

11. Analytical Essay on irregular and aggravated special Paiholoffy. 
forms of Hysteria. — Edin. Med. and Surgical Journal. 

" This is the continuation but not the conclusion of former 
papers on hysteria, and is marked by the same elaborate t^- 
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1839. 
Pract. Medicine. 

1839. 
Special Pathology. 



1839. 
Clinical Surgery. 

1840. 
Clinical Medicine. 

1840. 
Epidemiology. 

1840. 
Practical Surgery. 

1840. 
OrthopaBdy. 

1840. 
Vital Statistics. 

1840. 
Institutes and 
Practice of Medi- 
cine. 



Bearch and ingenuity. We refer to it chiefly with the view of 
recommending it to the notice of our readers. It is not sus- 
ceptible of abridgment.*' — Brit, and For. Med. Rev. vol. 7, p. 282. 

" While recording the contributions to practical medicine, I 
ought not to omit the mention of some papers by Mr. Laycock, 
on hysteria. He has not completed his analysis of the 
phenomena of this mysterious disease, but his essays present 
so remarkable an amount of research, and so much that is 
interesting with reference both to the physiology and patlio- 
logy of the nervous system, that I cannot but take this 
opportunity of thus adverting to them." — Betrospective Address 
by J. A. SymondSj M. Z?., Senior Physician to the Bristol General 
Hospital^ and Lecturer on the Practice of Medicine. Transactions 
of the Provincial Medical and Surgical Association, vol. viii., 
p. 151. 

12. On the External Use of Colchicum in Rheu- 
matic and Gouty Affections. — Lond, Med. Gazette. 

13. On the Cerebral and Mental phenomena of 
irregular and aggravated Hysteria. — Edin, Med. and 
Surg. Journal, 

14. The surgical Practice of Professor Langenbeck^ 
of Gottingen. — London Medical Gazette, 

15. The public Medical Institutions of Prague. — 
Dublin Med, Press. 

16. On Epidemic Neuroses. — 'fhiblin Med, Press. 

17. Cure of Aneurism after Handling of the Tumor. 
— Dublin Medical Press. 

18. Section of the Muscles of the Back in lateral 
Curvature. — Dublin Medical Press. 

The Vital Statistics of York. — Dublin Med. Press. 

19. A Treatise on the Nervous Diseases of Women, 
comprising an Inquiry into the Causes, Nature, and 
Treatment of Spinal and Hysterical Affections; 8vo. 
pp. 356. Longman 8f Co, 

Dr. Chas. D. Meigs thus recommended it to his class. 
" Dr. Laycock, in that most admirable work of his on hysteria, 
a work for which he ought to be immortahzed, as proving in 
him powders of judgment, reasoning and perception, beyond 
what appei*tain to most mortals, gives us some extraordinary 
examples of morbi simulati. I must refer j'ou to Dr. Laycock's 
book. It is within the reach of every Medical Student,* and 
there is no Medical Student who should be without it." — 
" Females and their Diseases" by Chas. D. Meigs, M.D.^ Professor 
of Midwifery y Jefferson College, Philadelphia, 1848. 

Dr. Meigs has been pleased to add in a private letter to 
Dr. Laycock dated Philadelphia, 6th Nov., 1849 : " Indeed, 
there is much in your writings that I should be most proud to 
quote in my books, for I cannot be more sincere in any ex- 



* This Treatise has boon re-publishcd in the United States, in Bell's 
*' Library of Medicine/ 



ti 



pression of mine than I am in saying that I found moro 
philosophy, more close analytical blinking in your treatises 
than in anything I know of in English medical literature.** 

" Dr. Laycock has aimed at producing a fire-side companion, 
a treatise which shall interest in its reasoning, as well as in- 
struct in its more practical material ; and for the purpose of 
aiding in the fulfilment of his wishes, has had recourse to the 
noble and rich field which physiology unfolds to the scientific 
culUyator of medicine. Nothing can be more dignified and 
ennobling than the science and practice of medicine combined ; 
and we conceive that the author of this work is entitled to the 
approbation of his fellow-members of our profession, for striv- 
ing to introduce a more elevated consideration of the Science 
of Disease and human suffering than has hitheilo been the 
liabit ; and for endeavouring to lead the practitioner to reflect 
upon the causes involved in his daily routine of duties." — The 
Lancet, . 

" Wir haben aus diesem Buche Belehrung und Enveckung 
geschopft ; — und wir wiinschen im Interesse der Sache, dasz 
der VCTfasser seine umfassende und eindringende Betrach- 
tnngsweise zur femer Begriindung und Erweiterung wissen- 
schaftlicher Untersuchungen verwenden moge.** 

" We have derived instruction and edification from this 
work ; and we wish, for the sake of science, that the author 
may apply his comprehensive and forcible method to the 
farther consolidation and extension of scientific researches,!' — 
Oottinguche gelehrte Anzeigen. 

" The views taken ai'e in many instances novel, and through- 
out highly interesting. We would particularly direct attention 
to the sections treating of the causes and treatment of curva- 
ture of the spine, and of spinal neuralgia. We cannot con- 
clude without strongly recommending a careful perusal of the 
work.** — Dublin Medical Press. 

" The setjtions on spinal tenderness and distortions will be 
read with interest. * * * They point out a correct diagnosis 
and treatment of these affections." — Medico-Chirurgical Eeview. 

" In the discussion of these subjects, [Special Pathology and 
Therapeutics,] Dr. Laycock evinces the judgment and know- 
ledge of an accomplished physician. We think this portion 
of his work particularly valuable, as exhibiting a very complete 
and accurate delineation of the irregular forms of hysteria, so 
common in practice, yet so little recognised by the mass of 
practitioners. We trust that the perusal of Dr. Laycock's 
Dook inay convince many of his brethren of what is the simple 
truth, that they are every day mistaking hysteria for inflamma- 
tion, or organic disease ; and frightening the patient and her 
Mends with a dismal prognosis, when there is in fact no 
danger.** — British and Foreign Medical Review. 

20. On Political Medicine. — DuSlin Medical Press, 1841. 

21. On Foreiisic Medicine. — Dublin Medical Press, t. , ,. ^^^\ 

Pubhc Hygiene. 

22. Health of Towns and of the labouring Popu- i84i. 
lation. — Dublin Medical Press. Medical Police, 



23. Suppression of Quackery. — Dub. Med. Press. 

24. Boards of Health and Medical Observatories.— 
Dublin Medical Press. 



1841. 

1841. 
Boards of Health. 
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1841. 
Relief ofSickPoor. 

1841. 
Political Mediciiie. 

1841. 

1842. 
Epidemiology. 

1842. 
Pathology of the 
Skin. 

1842. 
Law of Population. 

1842. 
Vital Proleptics. 

1842. 
General Physiolo- 
gy and Pathology. 

1843. 



1843. 
Med. Meteorology. 

1843. 
Lunar Influence. 

1843. 
Med. Meteorology. 

1843. 
Gen. Physiology 
and Pathology. 

1843. 
The same. 

1843. 
Epidemiology. 



25. 
26. 
27. 

28. 
29. 
30. 



On Eleemos3mary Medicine. — Duh. Med, Press. 

Medical Science in aid of Colonization. — Ibid. 

Medical Education.— 2>wJ/m Medical Press, 

On an Influenza Epidemic in York. — Ibid. 

A Case of Ichthyosis. — Dublin Medical Press. 

On the Influence of Lactation in preventing 
the Recurrence of Pregnancy. — Dublin Medical Press, 

31. Discovery of a general Law of Periodicity in 
the Phenomena of Life ; read to the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science. — Lancet, 

82. The Doctrine of Critical Days in Fevers. — Ihid. 

33. Further Development of a general law of Vital 
Periodicity : being the Law of seven and fourteen half- 
day Periods in Health and Disease. — Lancet, 

84. On the Meteorological Causes which determine 
the Minor Periods of Vital Movements. — Lancet. 

35. On the Influence of the Moon on Health and 
Disease. — Lancet, 

36. The Physiological and Pathological Influence 
of the Seasons. — Lancet, 

87. On Annual Vital Periods. — Lancet. 

38. The Major Periods of Vital Phenomena. The 
Doctrine of Sept^naries. — Lancet, 

39. On recurrent Cycles of years and the Cyclical 
return of Epidemics. — Lancet 

The contents of this series of Papers are very imperfectly 
indicated by the above brief titles. They were intended 
to lay the foundation of a new Science, — the Science of Vital 
Proleptics, —or the Science of anticipating Vital Phenomena ; 
and ai*e in process of being constituted into a distinct work, 
with large additions. 

Dr. Cowan, Physician to the Royal Berkshire Hospital, thus 
alludes to these Essays in his " Retrospective Address" r^ad 
before the Annual Meeting of the Provincial Medical and Sur- 
gical Association, in 1844. 

" The very interesting and important question of periodicity, 
* * 4: has engaged, in all ages, the attention of observing and 
reflecting minds. * * * It is one of great practical as well as 
theoretical interest, most extensive in its bearings, complicated 
in its etiology and relations, and in every respect worthy of 
increasing attention. No modern writer has laboured with. 
equal ability and success, or availed himself of our actual 
knowledge of ihe accessory sciences in the elucidation of the 
subject, as Dr. Lavcock of York." After giving a short 
summary of part of the periods developed. Dr. Cowan adds, 
" The pointing out of the remarkable connection in the 
periods of reproduction of all animals, with their analogies in 
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the seic is, we believe, a discovery, to the merits of which 
Dr. Lay cock is justly entitled." 

(In tiie year 1842 Dr. Lay cock had the honour of an invitation 
from Sir John Forbes (then Dr. Forbes), to contiibute reviews to 
the Quarterly Medical Journal founded by him, entitled the 
Briti^ and Foreign Medical Review — an invitation he gladly 
accepted. Many of the critical and analytical reviews he 
has communicated to that Journal, and to its successor, the 
Medico-Chirurgical Keview, are» in fact, practical essays in 
almost every depai*tment of medicine. Dr. Lay cock subjoins 
the titles of the greater number, feeling tliat his duty to the 
Honoui-able the Patrons of the University is, to make them as 
fully acquainted with his professional labours as is consistent 
with a due regard to the feelings of others.) 

40. The Unity of Medicine and Surgery. A Review 1842. 
of Von Walther's '' Ueber das Verhaltniss der Medicin State Medicine. 
ziir Chinirgie. — BriL and For. Med. Review. 

41. The Application of Medical Science to the General Hygiene, 
Advancement of Political Economy. A Review of 

Virey (French), Motard (French) and Alison. — British 
and Foreign Medical Review. 

42. The Sanitary Question ; founded on the General i843. 
Report and the Local Reports on the Sanatory Condi- Public Hygiene. 
tion of the labouring Population of Great Britain.— 

British and Foreign Medical Review. 

43. On Intra-mural Interments; founded on 1843. 
Biecke's work on the subject— Ueber den Einflusz der ^^^^^ Hygiene. 
Verwesungsdiinste auf die Menschliche Gesundheit 

iind iiber die Begrabnissplatze, &c. — Brit, and Foreign 
Medical Review. 

44. On the Rejuvenescence of Man^ or Renewal of i843. 
Human Life. — British and Foreign Medical Review. Special Hygiene. 

45. Recollections of England, by a German traveller, 1843. 
(Professor Marx, of Gottingen).— ^nVe^A and Foreign ^|jf ^ ^'^^^ 
Medical Review. 

46. The Pathological Doctrines and Therapeutics 1843. 

o{ the Gottingen ^cYlooI.— British and Foreign Medi- General Pathologj 

7 ^ . o "^ and Therapeutics. 

col Review. 

47. The Problem of Population and Subsistence. — i843. 
British and Foreign Medical Review. Public Hygiene. 

48. The Diseases of the Aged. — British and Foreign 1344. . 
Medical Review. Special Pathology 

49. The Anatomy and Physiology of the Nervous 1344 
System : an analytical and critical Review and Sum- Keurology. 
mary of the works of Bidder and Volkmann, Stilling 

and Wallach, Van Deen, Budge, Schultz, Hannover 
and Meyer.— 5nV. and For. Medical Review. 

B 
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1844. 
Sanitaiy Legisla- 
tion. 

1844. 
Pathology of the 
Keryous System. 



1844. 
Tital Froleptics. 



** See a very able article on the researches of Stilling, 
Hannover, &c., in the British and Foreign Medical Review, 
July, 1844." Retrospect of Anatomy and Physiology for the 
year 1843-44 ; by Wm. Budd, M. D., Edin., Physician to 
St. Peters Hospital, Bristol, &c. — Transactions of the Provincial 
Medical and Surgical Association. New Series, voL i. 

50. The Interment of the Dead in England. — Brit- 
ish and Foreign Medical Hevieto, 

51. The Classification and Treatment of Diseases of 
the Nervous System. A Review of Romberg's Work — 
Lehrbuch des Nervenkrankheiten des Menschen. — 
British and Foreign Medical Review. 

52. A Summary of Facts and PrindpleB, relating 

to Periodic Phenomena. — Brit, and For. Med. Meview. 

** A writer in the British and Foreign Medical Review remarks 
with equal comprehensiveness and truth that * there is har- 
mony of numhers in all nature — in the force of gravity — in the 
planetary movements — ^in the laws of heat, light, electricity, 
and chemical affinity — in the forms of animals and plants — in 
the perceptions of the mind. The direction, indeed, of modem 
natural and physical science is towards a generalization which 
shall express the fundamental laws of all hy one simple 
numerical ratio.' '* — R. D. Hay, Esq., F. R. 8. E,, tft his Treatise 
** On the Science of those Proportions by which the Human Head 
and Countenance as represented in Works of Ancient Oreeh Art, are 
distinguished from those of ordinary Nature." — Edin., 1849, j). 21. 

63. The Vital Statistics of England. — British and 
Foreign Medical Review. 

54. The public Hygiene of Great Britain. A Re- 
view of the Inquiries and Recommendations of the 
Sanitary Commissioners and others. — British and 
Foreign Medical Remew. 

" Among the many notices that have been taken, in various 
publications, of the facts above alluded to, relative to the 
excessive mortality in Glasgow falling upon the poor and the 
destitute alone, it is gratifying to. meet with a writer who, 
though holding somewhat different views, evidently under- 
stands his subject well, and is disposed to treat the matter 
with every degree of fairness, according as new facts are 
brought forward to bear upon it, as appears to be the case 
with the able writer of a paper *on the Public Hymene of 
Great Britain,* contained in the British and Foreign Medical 
Be view, for October, 1844."— 2%^ Vital Statistics of Glasgow, for 
the Years 1843-44. By Alexander Watt, L. L. D., City Statist, 
Seoreta/ry of the Statistical Section of the Glasgow Philosophical 
Society. 

55. The Dispensaries of India. — British and Foreign 
Medical Beview. 

1845. 56. On Spinal Irritation. — Brit, and Far. Med. Rev. 

^^1845. ° 57. The Ethical Relations of Medicine. A Review 

Etiiios. of Maxx's Akesios. — British and Foreign Med. Review. 



1844. 
Public Hygiene. 

1844. 
Public Hygiene 
and Epidemiology. 



1844. 
GUnical Medicine. 
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58. The Anatomy of the Nerves of the Medulla 1844. 
Spinalis. — British and Foreign Medical Review. Neurology. 

59. On the Reflex Function of the Brain : an Essay . 1845. 
read before the British Association for the Advance- PaSolo^^ome 
ment of Science, in 1844. — Brit and For. Med. Review. Brain. 

60. Appendix to Essay on the Reflex Function of 1845. 
the Brain. — British and Foreign Medical Review. -^^ *'""®' 

"Dr. Laycock has ably elucidated the reflex action of the 
brain and cerebral nerves." — Geo. Combe, Esq., in his " Eletnents 
of Phrenology^* 6th edition. 

" These are the chief physiological points contained in 
Dr. Laycock's admirable paper; the remaining part of it is 
somewhat too abstruse and metaphysical to admit of further 
notice here, but the whole is well wortliy of attentive perusal.'* 
— The Half-yearly Abstract of the Medical Sciences, Edited by 
W, H. Ranking, M. D., Cantab., Physician to the Suffolk General 
Hospital, voL i.,p. 266. 

Extract from a letter addressed to Dr. Laycock, by the Venerabla 

Dr. Fowler, of Salisbury. 

" Sanim, 16th May, 1846. 
•* My dear Sir, 

'* You were so kind as to give me a copy of . 
the paper you read at York on the transmissions through the 
brain. It appeared to me one of the most successful physio- 
logical reseaixjhes I have ever seen. — I put it aside with some 
hopes of being able to treat on analogous subjects, but so 
carefully, that now when I want to quote it, I b^ve searched 
for it in vain." 

" The application of the doctrine of * reflex action' to the 
brain, was nrst fiilly developed by Dr. Laycock, of York, in a 
paper * on the Reflex Function of the Brain,' read before the 
Medical Section of the British Association at its Meeting in 
York, Sept., 1844, and afterwards published in the * British 
and Foreign Medical Review,' vol. xix * * * Jn adopt- 
ing that part of it which is strictly applicable to the Cerebrum, 
and in applying it to those various states which agree in the 
common characteristic of the existence of mental activity 
without volitional control, the Author considers that he is 
merely giving greater deliniteness and a wider application to 
Dr. liycock's doctrine." — Principles of Human Physiology, by 
Wm, B. Carpenter, M. D., F, R. 8., dc. dc, Uh and fith editions. 

" I must not quit this topic, however, without adverting to 
the important view regarding reflex actions of the brain, 
analogous to those of the medulla Spinalis, propounded by 
Dr. liycock some years ago. This view which has close rela- 
tion to all the phenomena we have been recording, wants in 
every way, further illustration and research, and particularly 
in reference to the whole theory of habits and instinctive 
actions." — Chapters on Mental Physiology, by Sir Henry Holland, 
Bart., M. D., F.R.8 , dc. do., p. 43. 

The subjoined interesting and flattering letter was written 
to Dr. Laycock by a most eminent practical psychologist and 
philanthropist, Dr. Howe, of Boston, United States, who, as 
the kind friend and instructor of Laura Bridgman, has 



1^ 

had a world-wide fame given to him by the great English 
prose-poet, Charles Dickens. (Seethe " American Notes '* of 
the latter). At the time Dr. Howe wrote Dr. Laycock had no 
personal knowledge of him. 

" Boston, United States, March, 1845. 
" Dr. Laycock, 

" Dear Su", — You will not remember me, but I had such a 
very pleasant and instructive interview with you yesterday, 
that I can never forget you. 

" I read your paper on the Keflex Function of the Brain, and 
feel constrained to acknowledge the pleasure and profit which 
I derived from it. 

*' There are one or two points which you touch upon lightly, 
but which are of vast importance, and I hope you will trace 
out their important effects in the formation of character. 

*' I wish that you, or some one as able as yourself, would 
take each of these axioms as a text for a small volume on 
education. I am a practical educator, but in common witli 
others I am stumbling along in the dark, and when I discern 
a glimmer of light (struck out as in the above-quoted sen- 
tences) from the science of physiology, I cry for more. 

** I consider that there is more important truth contained in 
those two sentences of your's [quoted previously] than in most 
books on education which I have read, and I hope you will 
develop it, and especially show its bearing upon the important 
subject of hereditary transmission of moral tendencies. 

" May I beg your acceptance of the accompanying pamphlet, 
in which you will find some account of my observations upon 
deaf and dumb and blind persons ; and especially of Laui*a 
Bridgman, of whose case I have had the management. 

*' I do not expect that you can be at all instructed thereby, 
but there aj'e many points touched upon which you might 
illumine by the light of physiology. 

** With great respect, very faithfully your s, 

"S. G. HOWE." 

1844. 61. Report on the Sanitary Condition of the City 

^d^iEtiX^^^^ of York ; m reply to the Questions circulated by the 

Health of Towns' Commission. 

1844. 62. Report on the Epidemics of York, especially 

Epidemiology. ^}^^^q prevalent in the 16th, 17th, and 18th Centuries ; 

and on their Connexion with deficient Sanitary Regu- 
lations. . 

In the former of these Reports there is the earliest demon- 
stration that the mortality diminishes as the altitude in- 
creases ; a principle which Dr. Farr has since mathematically 
formularized from data drawn from the large masses of popu- 
tion in the metropolis of the Empire. 

In the latter, the long persistence of morbific causes in rela- 
tion to locality is pointed out. The facts and conclusions of 
both these Reports have been extensively used, as well on the 
Continent as in the United States, to demonstrate the need of 
a system of public hygiene for the prevention of disease. 
Dr. liaycock selects the following letters as being less accessi- 
ble than piinted mention of his labours. 
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From Edwin Chadtvick, Esq., C.B., author of Local and General 
aborts on the Sanatory Condition of the labouring PoptdO' 
tion of Cheat Britain^ <&o.y lately member of the General Board 
of Health. 

" May the 8th, 1844. 
" My dear Sir, 

" I have had this morning an opportunity of reading your 
Beport on the sanitary condition of York. I have no hesitation 
in saying that I think it the most able Beport I have seen 
under this or any preceding inquiry into the sanitary condi- 
tion of any town. Other Reports have very high degrees of 
merit on particular points, but none so complete, as an 
exposition for non-professional persons, or so complete as a 
whole. I think it does the Committee credit that you have 
been allowed to work out the results without interference or 
intemiption. I shall use whatever influence I may to give it 
promulgation. * * 

"Yours truly, 

"E. CHADWICK." 

From H, Hohhome, Esq.,, Secretary to the Commission. 

" Gwydyr House, May 18th. 
" Dear Sir, 

* * . I feel strongly that the Commissioners are much 
indebted to you not only for your Report, which I can say with 
the utmost truth is one of the best that has been yet trans- 
mitted, and in some points unique, but also for the pains 
you have evidently bestowed in guarding against needless 
expense. • * * 

" Believe me your's faithfully, 

" H. HOBHOUSE. 
" Dr. Laycock." 

From the late Jos. Smithy Esq., ofDeanston, one of the Commissioners. 

*' 13, Queen's Squai'e, Westminster, 8 June, 1844. 
" My dear Sir, 

" I have been very much gratified, as all of our Commission 
have, with your very elaborate and excellent Report on the 
sanitary condition of York. I shall be in York on Wednesday 
next, at a meeting connected with the Land Drainage Com- 
mission, and I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you to 
thank you in person for your great and valuable labours, and 
to go over wim you some points of the Report. 

** I am, your*s very truly, 

"JAMES SMITH." 

63. Additional Inquiries into the Causes of Disease i844. 

in the City of York. A Paper read before the British Med. Topography 

Association for the advancement of Science, in 1844, 

and published in abstract in the Transactions of the 

Association for that year. 

This was a further demonstration from the Vital Statistics 
of York of the relation between the altitude of a locality and 
the diseases of the population upon it. 

64. On Pseudo-Plastic Processes ; and on the Treat- p \^^b\ a 
ment of the Inflammation upon which they supervene, tomy^andfpractica 
— British and Foreign Medical Review, VLs^^sss!^. 
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1845. 
Pract. Medicine. 

1845. 
Cerebral emd Mcn- 
td\ Physiology. 



1845. 
MedicalDiagnosis. 



1845. 
Gen. Pathology. 



1845. 
On Helminthiasis 
and Contagium 
Animatum. 



1845. 
Patholo^ of the 
Venous System. 

1846. 
General Pathology 
and Therapeutics. 

1846. 
Pract. Medicine 
and Diagnosis. 



65. The Causes and Cure of Chronic Diseases. — 
British and Foreign Medical Redew. 

66. Correspondence with Geo. Combe, Esq. and the 

late Prof. Reid, on the Reflex Anatomy and Physiology 

of the Brain. — The Lancet. 

In this correspondence the doctrine that the brain is 
stnicturally and functionally analogous to the spinal medulla, 
and that its activity is often altogether independent of sensa- 
tion, volition or consciousness, is fuilJier developed. 

Extract from a Note from the Sub-Editor of the Lancet ^ to 

Dr. Layooch. 
" I have perused the entire correspondence with much 
interest, and I believe that that feeling has been general 
through the profession." 

Extract from a Note, addressed to Dr. Lay cock , by J. Adding ton 
Symonds, M, D., of Bristol, Consulting Physician to the 
Bristol General Hospital. 

** I beg to thank you for the great pleasure you have given 
me in the perusal of these interesting letters, which I have 
detained longer than I ought to have done, and even now I 
have not done justice to them." 

67. The Art of Medical Diagnosis. An Analytical 
Review of Dr. V. A. Siebert's " Technik der Medicini- 
schen Diagnostik." — Brit, and For, Medical Review. 

68. Elements of General Pathology. A critical 
Review of Dr. C. H. Schultze's " Lehrbuch der AUge- 
meinen Krankheitslehre." — Brit, and For, Med, Review, 

69. The Pathology of the Entozoa ; and their Com- 
municability from person to person. An Analytical 
Review of Klenke's Inaugural Dissertation. " Imp- 
versuche und natur-historisch pathologische XJnter- 
suchungen zur Erforschung der Helminthiasis als Con- 
tagium." — British and Foreign Medical Review. 

** Some very interesting remarks upon the Natural History 
and pathological relations of the class of parasitic animals." — 
Retrospective address, by Wm Harcourt Ranking, M.D., Cantab., 
Physician to the SuffoUc General Hospital, published in the Tran- 
sactions of the Provincial Medical and Surgical Association. 
New Series, vol. iii. 

70. Chronic Diseases dependent on Chronic con- 
gestion. — British and Foreign Medical Review. 

71 . The Pathology, Nosology and Practice of Schon- 
lein. An Analytical and Critical Review. — British 
and Foreign Medical Review, 

72. Practical Notes. 1. The Diagnosis and Treat- 
ment of Enteritis. 2, The Pathology of Spinal Irrita- 
tion. 3. On Bleeding in Cerebral Disease. 4. Is 
Laryngismus stridulus, a spasmodic or paralytic disease? 
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5. The Therapeutic Action of Opium. 6. The Treat- 
ment of Haemoptysis and of Rheumatism. — British 
and Foreign Medical Review. 

73. On the origin of the Epidemical Constitution 1846. 
and of Epidemical Diseases.— finV. Sf For. Med. Rev. Epidemiology. 

74. The arguments for an exclusively Vegetable i846. 
Diet examined. — British and Foreign Medical Review. Dietetics. 

75. The Life of Gentili da Fuligno, a Bibliographi- 1846. 
cal notice of an ItaUan Biographical Memoir. ^dVwd^^^^ 

76. The History and Progress of the Sanitary i846. 
Question^ in reference to a Health of Towns' Bill, and Public Hygiene. 
the removal of the Causes of Disease. — British and 

Foreign Medical Review. 

77. An Analytical and Critical Essay on Medical i846. 
Ethics, founded on Max. Simon's ** Deontohgie Medicate ; Medical Ethics. 
ou des Devoirs et des Droits des M^dicins dans I'^tat 

actuel de la civilisation." — Brit, and For. Med, Review. 

78. On the methods for ohtaining a Natural History 1846. 

of Diseases. A Letter addressed to Sir John Forhes, IJe advancement 

M. D., F. R. S., &C. of Medicine. 

"Your essay elicited some interesting correspondence — 
Dr. Laycock's paper must have been read with the same 
satisfaction as the many other contributions which have been 
bestowed by that enlightened physician on the philosophy of 
medicine." — On Excessive Trust in Nature in the cure of Disease, 
by I. A. Symonds, M, D., Consulting Physician to the General 
Hospital, Bristol. — A letter addressed to Dr. Forbes. British and 
Foreign Medical Review. 

79. The Medical PoUce of the United Kingdom.— ^ ,.,. i^^^ 
TTesiminster Review. - ^^^^^icalMedicine. 

This article points out the objects to be gained by the 
organization of the medical profession and the application of 
medical science and art to political economy. The results of 
the experience in Germany, of legislation in this direction, are 
detailed. 

80. On the Diseases resulting from the immoderate .1846. 
use of Tohacco. A paper read at Southampton before pj^^^^^ed?^ 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science. 

— Published in the London Medical Gazette. 

" In our first volume, p. 73, we have re-published a paper 
containing the experience of ah A^merican practitioner in 
reference to the ill effects of excessive smoking and other use 
of tobacco; and as the increasing use of this plant in this 
country renders any information upon its hygienic properties *» 

of considerable interest, we shall continue the subject by a 
recapitulation of the leading features of a communication laid 
before the last meeting of the British Association, by Dr. 
Lay cock of York." — Half-yearly Abstract of the Medical Science, 
edited by W. H. Ranking, M. D., Gantab., vol. v. 
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1846. 
Pract. Medicine. 

1846. 
Vital Statistics. 

1846. 
German Mysti- 
cism. 



1846. 
Pract. Medicine. 

1846. 
Mental Pathology. 

1846. 
Special Pathology. 



1846. 
Cerebral Physiolo- 
gy and Pathology. 



1846. 
Clinical Observa- 
tion. 



1846. 
Pract. Medicine. 



1846. 
Duties of Medical 
Students. 



1846. 
Clinical Medicine. 



1846. 
Clinical Medicine. 



1846. 
Med. Meteorology. 



81. The Antagonism of Pulmonary Phthisis and 
Typhoid Fever. — Brit and For, Med, Review. 

82. Notice of the Vital Statistics of Glasgow. — 
British and Foreign Medical Review. 

83. Critical Notice of Heidler's " Die Nervenkraft 
im Sinne der Wissenchaft gegeniiber dem Blutleben in 
der Natur. Rudiment einer Naturgemassem Physiolo* 
gie, Pathologic and Therapie des Nerven-systems." — 
British and Foreign Medical Review, 

84. The Nature and Cure of Scrofula. A Practical 
Essay. — British and Foreign Medical Review, 

85. The Prevalence and Progress of Insanity.— 
British and Foreign Medical Review. 

86. On Acute Inflammation of the Serous Mem- 
branes of the Brain and Spinal Marrow. A Critical 
and Analytical Review. — British and Foreign Medical 
Review. 

87. On the Cerebral Circulation, and the relations 
of Cardiac to Cerebral Disease. An Analytical and 
Critical Review of Dr. George Burrows' Work " On. 
Disorders of the Cerebral Circulation; and on the 
Connexion between Affections of the Brain and 
Diseases of the Heart." — Brit, and For. Med, Review. 

88. The Method and Means of Clinical Observa- 
tion. A Lecture delivered to the Class of the Theory 
and Practice of Medicine, at the York Medical School. 
— London Medical Gazette, 

82. On Summer Diarrhoea, Cholera, and Typhus 
Fever. A practical Discourse delivered to the Class 
of the Theory and Practice of Medicine, at the York 
Medical School. — London Medical Gazette. 

90. An introductory Lecture delivered at the ses- 
sional opening of the York Medical School ; Session 
1846-47. — London Medical Gazette.. 

91. On Hypochondriasis. A Clinical Discourse de- 
livered to the Class of the Theory and Practice of 
Medicine, at the York Medical School. — London Med- 
ical Gazette. 

92. On Scrofula. A Clinical Discourse delivered to 
the Class of the Theory and Practice of Medicine, at 
the York Medical School. — London Medical Gazette, 

93. On Diurnal, Seasonal, and Telluric Changes, 
as causes of Disease. A Discourse on Medical Meteor- 
ology, delivered to the Class of the Theory and Practice 
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of Medicine, at the York Medical School. — London 
Medical Gazette. 

** In a course of some admirable lectures by Dr Laycock, 
on different subjects, we have our attention directed amongst 
other things to certain atmospheric phenomena as causes of 
disease." — The Retrospect of Medicine, being a hcdf-^earlyJournal^ 
edited by Wm. Braitkwaite, Lecturer on Obstetric Medicine^ at the 
Leeds Medical School, 

" Dr. Laycock has a taste for these inquiries, and it is a taste 
we should gladly see cultivated. Medical practitioners ai^e, 
we fear, htUe acquainted with meteorological phenomena, or 
the use to be made of them in the management of invaHds ; 
and it could not well be otherwise. When students, they are 
not expected to know anything about the matter. A man may 
obtain a medical degree or a surgical diploma, or both, and yet 
not know^ why the mercury rises in the thermometer or 
barometer.** — thtblin Medical Press, 

94. Critical Review of an empirical Author on 1847. 

Mineral Poisons. A Satirical Sketch. — British and Quackery. 
Foreign Medical Review, 

96. Medicine — its Past, Present and Future. — 1847. 

British and Foreign Medical Review, History of Medi- 

96. The Sanatory Condition of Villages. A Report 1847. 

to the York Health of Towns' Association. -^j^fef^^^® 

and Epidemiology . 
•*For the following account of a fever which raged in 

Hunmanhy and neighbourhood, the profession is indebted to 

Dr. Laycock, the Honorary Secretary and active promoter of 

the York Health of Towns' Association." — Half-yearly Abstract 

of the Medical Sciences, edited by W. H. Ranking, Af. D., Cantab., 

vol. vi. 

97. The Pathology and Treatment of Scrofula. An p^act M^dicin 
Analytical and Critical Review. — British and Foreign ^ ' ^^®* 
Medical Review, 

98. The Moral Aspects of Medical Life. An Mg^^j^^lljjj 
Analytical and Critical Review. — British and Foreign 
Medical Review. 

99. In Memory of Stieglitz. An Ethical Sketch, Medicd^Bioera- 
founded on Professor Marx's Memoir. — British and phy. 
Foreign Medical Review, 

100. On Bronchitis. A Clinical Discourse delivered ^. . ^^^\, , 
to the Class of the Theory and Practice of Medicine, at ^^"^ Medicine. 
the York Medical School. — Lond, Med. Gazette. 

101. On the Diagnosis of Hypersesthesia. A Clini- i?47. 
cal Discourse delivered to the Class of the Theory and ^"«^°^- 
Practice of Medicine, at the York Medical School. — 
JLondon Medical Gazette, 

102. On an Epidemic Purpura, or Land Scurvy. A 1847. 
Clinical Discourse delivered to the Class of the Theory Epidemiology. 

c 



18 



1847. 
Clinical Medi* 
cine. 



1847. 
Pbysiology and 
Pract. MediciQC. 



1847. 
Clinical Medi- 
cine. 



1847. 
Vital Dynamics. 



and Practice of Medicine, at the York Medical School. 
— London Medical Gazette. 

This was the first public intimation of that epidemic scurvy 
which prevailed extensively in Great Britain and Ireland, in 
the year 1847, as a consequence of the destruction of the 
potato-crop in 1846, and which ushered in an epidemic 
typhus. 

103. The Berlin Practice of Medicine. An Ana- 
lytical and Critical Review of Hennoch's " Klinische 
Ergebnisse gesammelt in dem Koniglichen Policlinis- 
chen Institut der Ilniversitat." Berlm, 1846. — British 
and Foreign Medical Review. 

104. 1. The Physiology of Cells. 2. The Histo- 
logy and Physiology of the Muscles and of the Nervous 
System. 8. Vital Dynamics. 4. Clinical Contribu- 
tions. An Analytical Review. — British and Foreign 
Medical Review. 

105. On Dropsy in connexion with Cardiac and 
Renal Disease. A Clinical Discourse delivered to the 
Class of the Theory and Practice of Medicine, at the 
York Medical School. — Lond. Med. Gazette. 

106. Principles of Animal Physiology. An Analy- 
tical and Critical Review of Ilnzer's ^* Erste Griinde 
einer Physiologic der eigentlichen thierischen Natui 
thierischer Korper," and other works. — British and 
Foreign Medical Review. 

The following unpublished letter from the pen of the late 
talented Dr. A. L. Wigan, was addressed to Dr. (ncvi 
Sir John) Forbes, the editor of the British and Foreigr 
Medical Review, shortly after this Article came out. Dr 
Wigan's principal work was " On the Duality of Mind." 

*' Pereant qui ante noa nostra diosissent.*' 

** It is a long standing complaint against the ancients thai 
they have stolen all our best thoughts. Poets and Metaphy- 
sicians have hitherto had most reason to grumble, but no^ 
Philosophers and Physiologists cannot escape, and this cruel 
treatment comes from a man who can scarcely take rank as aD 
ancient at all. 

"Your Mr. Unzer has appropriated many of my finesi 
speculations and discoveries, which I was just on the poini 
of giving to the world. I take consolation in comparing mj 
fate with that of Dr. M. Hall, * * I could 

write volumes on Unzer's theoiy. There is much truth in 
many of his guesses, and when we think of the time he 
wrote his Vorhersehungen they are really wonderful. He 
has opened up an entirely new train of thought in my mind, 
and in two or three years from this time (if we both live) 
[Dr. Wigan died shortly after writing this from fever; having 
been poisoned in consequence of standing for some minutec 
in conversation over a London sewer-grate] you shall see that 
standing on the mound he has raised, I will shoot mudi 
further, very much further than he has done. 
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'* You ought to have read my book, or you ought to have 
made your reviewer read my book, which he did not. [This was 
a mistake]. I now see broad day-light through my specula- 
tions called * Conjectures on the Nature of Mental Operations.' 
I have penetrated into the very Adytum, and mean by and by 
to give you a catalogue of the contents. 

" Your synopsis of the work is admirably done. I venture, 
though, to point out a philological error — perhaps a Scotticism, 
You use the words only and alone as convertible, which they 
rarely are. It confuses the meaning like ' I will be drowned. 

" But in the name of all the gods at once, how can you 
persist in the use of the hideous and unutterable word 
* psychical*, after a great Philologist, Physiologist, and Philo- 
sopher, like Dr. Wigan, has introduced the euphonious word 
'psychal* — better derived and more in harmony with our 
noble * language-structure,' as a German would call it. 

•* I shall call in a few days to return your book. More and 
more every day do T regret my inability to read German. — 
My next avater shall be at Leipsic or in Hanover. 

" I like your word * homoesthetic' 

" Your's very truly, 

A. L. WIGAN. 
" Friday Evening, 9 July, 1847." 

107. On certain complications of Fever, viz. : Deli- . ||^^- 
rium. Arachnitis, Inflammation of the Cervical Glands, andClini^Med? 
Bronchitis. A Clinical Lecture delivered to the Class cine. 

of the Theory and Practice of Medicine, at the York 
Medical School. — London Medical Gazette. 

108. Epidemic Catarrh, or Influenza — its Causes i?^7. 
and Treatment, A practical Discourse delivered to pSct^°eSier* 
the Class of the Theory and Practice of Medicine, at 

the York Medical School. — London Medical Gazette. 

109. On Diseases of the Throat and Larynx, and 1847. 
their Treatment by the application of a strong solution Special Pathology 
of Nitrate of SUver. An analytical and critical 

Review. — British and Foreign Medical Review. 

This Essay first brought before the Medical Profession of 
Great Britain the method of treatment adopted by Dr. Horace 
Green, of New York. His statements as to the practicability 
and safety of topical medication of the larynx by the strong 
solution of Nitrate of Silver was met by some of his country- 
men by a sneering incredulity, and an every-day experience 
did give rise to doubts. Experiment and observation were 
necessary therefore to determine the question, and before 
writing this Essay Dr. Laycock had by those means amply 
satisfied himself as to the safety and utility of the remedy. 

110. On Timiours of the Uterus and its Appen- 1847. 
dages. An Analytical Review. — British and Foreign ^*e^e Patholo- 
Medical Review. 

111. On the Prevention of Asiatic Cholera. A 1848. 
practical Discourse delivered to the Class of the Pract. Medicine. 
Theorv and Practice of Medicine, at t\ieXoxk^<ei^^'^ 

ScbooL — London Medical Gazette. 
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1848. 
Mental Pathology. 



" Out of the innumerable papers on Cliolera which have 
appeared in the Medical Journals within the last six months, 
we have selected the following [the first being the above] as 
amongst the most practical and useful." — The Retrospect of 
Medicine^ edited by Wm. Braithwaite, Lecturer in Ohstetrie 
Medicine at the Leeds School of Medicine, vol. xviii. 

Extract from a letter addressed to Dr. Laycoch, from the late 
lamented Dr. John Taylor, Physician to the Huddersjield 
Infirmary, and formerly Professor of Clinical Medicine in 
University College, London. 

" You have done more to lessen the difficulties which I have 
felt in the contagionist theory of cholera than any other person. 
I think your remarks in explanation of the rapidity of the 
diffusion of the disease very important." 

112. On Keligious Insanity. A critical Essay^ 
founded on Ideler's ** Der religiose Wahnsinn ; erlau- 
tert durch Krankengeshichten. Ein Beitrag Zur 
Geschichte der religiosen Wirren der Gegenwart. — 
Jour, of Psychological Medicine and Mental Pathology. 

113. The French System of Public Hygiene. An 
analytical Review. — British and Foreign Medico- Chi- 
rurgical Review. 

114. Reports and Statistics of the German Hos- 
pitals and Asylums for the Insane. — Journal of 
Psychological Medicine. 

115. On Pestilential Cholera, or Indian Typhus. 
A Lecture delivered to the Class of the Theory and 
Practice of Medicine, at the York Medical School. — 
London Medical Gazette. 

1848. 116. Suggestions as to the Investigation and Dis- 

Epidemiology and cussion of the Nature and Treatment of Cholera. — 

London Medical Gazette. 

117. Medical Ethics. A critical Essay on the 
Religion and Duties of Physicians. — British and 
Foreign Medico- Chirurgical Review. 

Extracts from a letter addressed to Dr. Laycock, by the late Dr. 
James Macness, author qf*' Moral Aspects of Medical Life." 

" Hastings, 10 Aug., 1855. 
** My dear Sir, 

" I regret very much that York is so far from 
Hastings, as I should much have liked to have had some 
personal intercoure with you. I was indeed much pleased 
with your admirable article. You have taken the only true 
foundation to build a system of Medical Ethics upon, an<J 
although I Uiink some good will probably arise from th© 
Manchester Society from the definite rules of medical eti^ 
quctte, they have already or will lay down, nothing but o^ 
high moral principle arising from love to God, and desire Up 
do His service, will ever lead medical men to act uprightly. ^ 



1848. 
Public Hygiene. 



1848. 
Asylimis for the 
Infiane. 



1848. 
Epidemiology and 
CUnioal Hediciiie. 



Fract. Medicine. 

1848. 
Medical Ethics. 
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*' I have ordered Churchill to send you a copy of my little 
work on Medical Ethics, or rather the Moral Aspects of 
Medical Life ; and with every feeling of respect, believe me to 
remain, 

** My desur Sir, 

" Your's sincerely, 

"JAMES MACNESS." 

118. The Oreanization of the Profession, on a Leeis- T>^i,«„l?trli;«,«^ 

^ . T». k \^- J. ' ^ J i_*i T_«i-r«® rolitical Medicine. 

latiye Basis. An nistoneal and pmlosophical Essay. 
— British and Foreign Medico-Chtrurgical Review. 

119. On the Pathology and Treatment of continued Pathology^ 
Fever. A critical Review. — British and Foreign Fever. 
MedicO'Chirurgical Review. 

120. The Theory and Practice of Medicine. A PractiMof Phvaio. 
critical and bibliographical Sketch.— 5nYwA and For- ^ 
eign Medico-Chirurgical Review. 

121. The Effects of the Use and Abuse of Alcoholic Dietetics and Pa- 
Liquors. — Brit, and For. Medico- Chirurgical Review, thology. 

This was the joint production of two distinguished contri- 
butors and Dr. Laycock; the duty of editing the whole 
devolving upon the latter. 

122. On Anatomy in relation to Art. A critical . to^^^^iith 
Sketch. — Brit, and For, Medico- Chirurgical Review. Fine Arts."^ 

128. On the treatment of Cerebral Hysteria and i860. 

Moral Insanity in Women, by Electro-Galvanism.— ^^^^^^ 
The Medical Times. erapeu cs. 

124. The Relation of true Medicine to empirical 1850. 
Systems. An Essay. — British and Foreign Medico- Medical Ethics. 
Chirurgical Review. 

125. Woman in her Psychological Kelations. An i85i. 
Essay on the Mental Characteristics of the sex, in Psycliology. 
reference to their Physiological excitants. — Journal of 
Psychological Medicine. 

126. On a new Epidemic Exanthem; or the Pa- 1851. 
thology and Treatment of Epidemic Boils. A clinical BR'^^fe ^^ 
Lectm-e deUvered to the Class of the Theory and ^-^^^^^' 
Practice of Medicine at the York Medical School. — 

London Medical Gazette. 

This was the first notice of that singular epidemic most 
commonly manifested by a succession of boils, which has of 
late years prevailed in the United Kingdom, the Colonies, and 
the United States. 

" It is scarcely necessary to direct the particular attention 
of our readers to the above communication, suggesting, as it 
does, so many curious and interesting inquiries. These very 
peculiar forms of local inflammation, even in the minute one of 
furuncle or boil, present characters which every medical man 
ccmfesses he cannot unravel ; and in the shape oi e^\s\)cci<^<& q>t 
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Public Hygiene. 



1852. 
Public Hygiene. 



anthrax, they puzzle him still more ; in this lecture of Dr. 
Laycock's he may, however, find a clue to guide him to the 
source of the mischief." — Dublin Medical Press^ March 19<fc, 1851. 

Amongst the numerous letters I received referring to this 
lecture, I quote from lihe following by Dr. H. Johnson, Physician 
to the Shrewsbury, Hospital. 

" Shrewsbury, March 15th. 
** Dear Dr. Lay cock, 

" Thank you for your suggestion of the gutta 
percha poultice or water-dre'ssing. I was greatly pleased with 
your lecture on Furunculi. I thought it very learned, very 
clever, and had a good laugh at my own graphic description of 
the former state of my own sacrum. I think entirely with 
you that it is a bloodrdisease." 

127. Public Baths ; and the effects of Cold Water 
upon the Body, in Health and Disease. An analytical 
Review. — Brit, and For. Medico-Chirurgical Review. 

128. Physician and Patient. A critical Notice. — 
British and Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review. 

129. On Odyle, Mesmerism, and Electro-biology. 
A critical, physiological and pathological Essay. — 
British and Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review. 

180. The Principles of Physiology, by John Augustus 
TJnzer — ^from the German ; and a Dissertation on the 
Fimctions of the Nervous System, by George Prochaska 
— from the Latin. — Translated and edited at the request 
of the Sydenham Society^ pp. 468. 

181. The Overworked Mind. An Essay on the 
Mental and Cerebral Diseases of Literary Men. — 
Journal of Psychological Medicine. 

132. The Health of Cities. A Summary of recent 
contributions to Public Hygiene in England and the 
United States.— jBnYtsA and Foreign Medico-Chirur^ 
gical Review. 

133. Report on the Smoke Nuisance, with Evidence 
as to the Causes of the Nuisance and the entire Practi- 
cability and Economy of Prevention. — The York Health 
of Totvns^ Association. 

ThefoUomng letter was addressed by the Archbishop of York, to 
Wm. Ghray, Esq.^ Chairman of the Committee of the York 
Health of Towns' Association, 

" Bishopthorpe, Jan. 22, 1853. 
" My dear Sir, 

" I have been much gratified in reading the 
report on * the Smoke Nuisance.* This document should be 
in every body's hands. It is most triumphant as to the possi- 
bility of abating the nuisance, and with benefit to the smoke- 
maker in the economy of fuel. 
" Might I ask the favour of you to direct one of the reports 
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to * The VeD. Archdeacon Musgrave, Halifax,' for I know he 
feels much interest in the question, and he will be delighted 
with the report. 

'* Your's faithfully, 

" T. EBOR. 
"Wm. Gray, Esq." 

134. The Fallacies of Homoeopathy. A critical p^^^ Medicine. 
Summary. — Brit and For, Medico-Chirurgical Review, 

135. On Neuralgia. A critical Review. — British 1852. 
and Foreign Medico- Chirurgical Review, ^'^' Medicine. 

136. The Pathology and Treatment of Scrofula. 1852. 
An analytical and critical Review. — British and *^^' 
Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review. 

137. The prevalent Diseases of the Southern United 1852. 
States. An analytical Summary.— ^nVt^A and Foreign Epidemiology. 
MedicO'Chirurgical Review, 

138. TheNature and Causes of Insanity. A critical J852. 
Review.— jBnV. and For. Medico-Chirurgical Review, Cental Pathology. 

139. The Elements of Psychology. A critical _ , \^^^* 
Analysis. — Journal of Psychological Medicine, ^ ° ^^' 

" The present is a very interesting and instructive number, 
containing in particular, amongst other matter, an extended 
analysis of Mr. Morell's new work on Psychology," &c. — 
Lancet, 1853. 

140. The Humoral Theory applied to Goutv and PractofM^cine. 
Febrile Diseases. A critical Review. — British and 

Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review, 

141. The Sensorial Fimctions of the Spinal Cord, iq^eurology. 
A critical Notice. — Brit, and For. Medico-Chirurgical 
Review, 

142. The Dynamics of the Nervous System. A ^^^°^°^°4n 
critical Review. — British and Foreign Medico-ChiruT- ®^^^ ^ * 
gical Review, 

143. Haydon ; a Psychological Study. A Philoso- pgydiology. 
phical Illustration of the Infirmities of Genius. — Journal 

of Psychological Medicine, 

•* A deeply interesting * Psychological Study,' being a review 
of the Autobiography of poor Haydon, the painter, in whose 
work are ample materials for the contemplation of an erratic 
genius in its usual course of development and termination. 
We perceive that the last number of the Quarterly Review has 
taken almost identical views of the character of this singular 
man. This * study' is worked out with great eflfect, and gives 
a clear insight into the peculiarities of Haydon's mind." — 
Medical Times and Ouzette. 

144. Modem and Mediaeval Hygiene. An His- public Hyriene. 
torical Parallel. — London Quarterly Review, 
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145. Modem Demonology and Divination. A Phi- 
losophical Examination of modem Delusions. — Journal 
of Psychological Medicine, 

" The current number of this Journal commences with an 
exceedingly interesting article on * Modem Demonology and 
Divination,' — a title somewhat startling as bearing reference 
to circumstances actually occurring at the present time." — 
The Lancet^ Jan. 1854 

146. On some of the Latent Causes of Insanity. — 
Journal of Psychological Medicine. 

** In reference to disordered sympathies and morbid states of 
the circulating fluid, some striking remarks occur in a veiy 
able paper which appeared in the Journal of Psychological 
Medicine, for April, 1854, ' On some of the Latent Causes of 
Insanity.'" — Elements of Psychological Medicine^ 2hd edition, by 
Daniel Noble, M. D. 

" The Article on * Some of the Latent Causes of Insanity/ is 
full of interest." — Medical Times and Gazette, May, 1854. 

147. ^* Psychological Inquiries" (of Sir B. C. Brodie), 
critically and analytically examined. — Journal of 
Psychological Medicine, 

148. The Progress and practical Applications of 
Meteorology. — London Quarterly Review. 

149. The Philosophy of Monomanical Societies^ and 
Literature. — Journal of Psychological Medicine. 

150. The Correlation of Psychology and Physiology. 
A critical Notice. — Journal of Psychological Medicitie. 

151. On Seclusion in the Treatment of the Insane. 
— Journal of Psychological Medicine. 

152. The state of the Brain in Insanity, and the 
Medicinal Treatment. — British and Foreign Medico^ 
Chirurgical Review, 

153. On Oinomania, or Insane Drunkenness ; its 
Causes, Nature, Progress, and Termination. — Journal 
of Psychological Medicine. 

154. Further Kesearches into the Functions of the 
Brain. — Brit and For. Medico- Chirurgical Review. 

155. A Nosological Arrangement of Fevers, intend- 
ed as a Guide to Diagnosis and Treatment. — Associa^ 
tion Medical Journal. 



*^* In addition to the above, there are about 40 
reviews, bibliographical notices, and communications to 
medical periodicals, the titles of which, for various rea- 
sons, have been omitted from the Catalogue. The 
works reviewed amoimt in the whole to above 200. 
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To the Might Honourable the Lord Provost^ the Magistrates, 
and Tovm Council of the City of Edinburgh, Patrons 
of the University. 



My Lord Pbovost and Gentlbmbn, 

I have now the honour to submit a series of 
testimonials for your consideration^ as additional evidence of 
my fitness to perform the duties of Professor of Physic in your 
University. 

These testimonials have been given to me by my neighbours^ 
by my colleagues in the York School of Medicine, and by 
Physicians and Surgeons of the highest rank and the most 
distinguished reputation in the United Kingdom and abroad. 

Although I am satisfied I should be excused if I were 
to give expression to a feeling of honest pride and gratitude, 
that my labours have been so kindly and so generously appre- 
ciated by my professional brethren, I would only venture to 
say, on this occasion, that these testimonials have been sought 
and are laid before you, simply that you may be the better 
enabled to estimate my fitness for the appointment which I ask 
from you. 

I have the honour to be. 

My Lobd Provost and Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient humble Servant, 

THOS. LAYCOCK. 
York, 7th September, 1855. 
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From Sir Jas. Clark, Bart., M.A., M. D., Edinburghy Physician 
in Ordinary to the Queen and H. R, H. Prince Albert ; Fellow of 
the Royal Society : Hon. Fellow of King and Queen* s College of 
Physicians, Ireland ; Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences 
of Gottingen ; of the Senate of the University of London ; S^, ^, 
(Given to Dr, Lay cock on a similar occasion last year, J 



London, Auffsi, 14, 1854. 

Mt Deab Sib^ 

I have much pleasure in expressing the high opinion 
I entertain of your great talents^ extensive professional acquire- 
ments and unwearied assiduity in the cultivation of your 
profession^ as evinced in your numerous and valuable published 
"Writings. I consider you highly qualified for the duties of 
Physician to a public Hospital^ and a teacher in the Medical 
School attached to it. 

I am, My Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 

JA. CLARK. 

Db. Thoiulb Latoook. 
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From Sir Henry Holland, Bart., M. D., Edinburgh^ Fellow 
of the Royal College of Physicians of London^ Physician in 
Ordinary to the Queen and H, R, H, Prince Albert , Fellow of the 
Royal Society f Author of " Medical Notes and Reflections,** and 
of " Chapters on Mental Physiology," S^c, 



Bbook Stbeet, London, August 20th. 

m 

My Dear Sir, 

I learn from your letter that you are a Candidate for 
the very important Chair in the University of Edinburgh, just 
vacated by my old and excellent friend Professor Alison. 

Were I less assured than I am, of your ability to fulfil the 
duties of this Chair, I should hesitate, or rather decline alto- 
gether to give any opinion, which might influence in the 
slightest degree the judgment of those concerned in the Elec- 
tion. But feeling that you are well entitled to become a 
Candidate on this occasion, I am very desirous to add my 
testimony to that which you wiU derive from others. 

My first knowledge of you was derived from your writings, 
and from the judgment of certain common friends, well able to 
estimate your merits : what I thus learnt of your ability, 
knowledge, and industry as an inquirer was fully confirmed to 
me afterwards by personal acquaintance. I believe myself 
justified in regarding you as one of the most earnest and 
successful labourers in medical science at the present day ; and 
I doubt not your desire and ability to convey to others that 
active spirit of investigation which you possess yourself. 

With every good wish, believe me. 
My Dear Sir, 

Your's very faithfully, 

H. HOLLAND. 

Da. Latoock. 
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Fmrn Sir John Forbes, M. D., Edinhufgh, Physician in Ordin* 
ary to Her Majesty's Household ; Physician Extraordinary to 
H. R, H, Prince Albert ; Consulting Physician to the Hospital 
for Consumption and Diseases of the Chest ; Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians of London ; Fellow of the Royal Society ; 
D, C. L., Oxon. ; formerly Editor of the British and Foreign 
Medical Review ; Editor of the Cyclopaedia of Practical Medicine ; 
Author of the Physician* s Holiday ^ and of several Medical Works. 

12, Old Bublinoton Stbebt, Lonpon, 
Au^fust lOth^ 1854. 

DsAB Dr. Laycock^ 

I feel somewhat ashamed in sitting down to write a 
Testimonial in your favor, knowing and feeling, as I do, that 
your abmties, your scientific and professional attainments, and 
the recorded results of your labour in the medical field, are so 
much better than anything I can pretend to have, or to have 
done. I am, however, unwilling that, on the present occasion, 
you should submit to the Governors of a public institution any 
list of commendatory documents that did not include one from 
myself — who have known you so long and have had such ample 
and varied opportunities of forming a just judgment of your 
general character and capacity, and of your professional know- 
ledge and skill. 

I could write much in favour of your claims to such an office 
as you now solicit, but I shall content myself with simply 
stating, that I know no one better qualified than yourself to 
discharge the important duties of Physician to a public Hos- 
pital, or one who, while doing full justice to the Patients, is 
more likely to turn the means supplied by their diseases, to the 
advancement of Medical Science and the improvement of 
Medical Practice. I shall hail your appointment to the York 
Hospital as, at once, a blessing to the sick poor, and a benefit 
to the Medical Profession. 

I remain. Dear Dr. Laycock, 

Ever faithfully yours, 

JOHN FORBES. 

*0* Sir John Forbes being at present on th& Continent, Dr. Laycock has republished a 
TestimoDial written by him on a previous occasion. 

B 
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From W. B. Carpenter, Esq., M. D., Edinburgh, Examiner in 
Physiology and Comparative Anatomy in the University of Lor^don, 
Principal of University HaU, Professor oj Medical Jurisprudence 
in University College^ Lecturer on General Anatomy and Physio- 
logy at the London Hospital Medical School, Fellow of the Royal 
Society, of the Geological Society, and Corresponding Member of 
various foreign Societies, Author of " Principles of Human Phy- 
siology** and other works. 

London, At^, 25th, 1855. 

Having been intimately acquainted with Dr. Laycock^ 
from the time when we were fellow-students at University 
CoUege, more than twenty years since, and being also familiar 
with his Medical Writings, I gladly bear my testimony to his 
qualifications for the Professorship of the Practice of Medicine 
in the University of Edinburgh, which are, in my opinion, of a 
peculiarly high order. 

The whole of Dr. Laycock's professional life haS been marked 
by his untiring energy in the acquirement of medical know- 
ledge ; and his range of information on all subjects connected 
with the Science and Practice of Medicine, is such as has been 
attained by very few, even among his seniors in the Profession. 

But a Teacher of Medicine is required, not merely to instruct 
his Pupils in the Science and Art as it now exists, — for he 
should be able to train them to observe and to reason for them- 
selves. In particular, he should have a mind well disciplined 
in the Logic of Causation ; the most potent instrument of dis- 
covery, when rightly used, in Medicine, as in every department 
of scientific investigation ; but, when misapplied or imperfectly 
handled, no less potent as an instrument of mischief, — as the 
present state of public opinion upon Medical subjects most 
amply evidences. 

Now it is in the peculiar penetration of his intellect, — in his 
power of elucidating the most difficult subjects by the searching 
nature of his analyses, — in the logical reasoning which he has 
brought to bear upon the investigation of the causes of Disease 
and the operation of Remedies — and in the philosophical 



11 

manner in which he combines and systematizes his knowledge, 
so as to open-out new and comprehensive views, reaching far 
beyond the previous limits of scientific investigation, — that I 
consider Dr. Laycock to have shown his highest qualifications 
for such a post. I know of no Medical Teacher, who is so well 
able to grapple with the difficulties which are continually 
arising from the unsettlement of Medical opinions upon doc- 
trines previously held secure ; or to direct his pupils towards 
the legitimate mode of attaining satisfactory conclusions upon 
these or any other subjects, as they may arise, without enforcing 
upon them dogmatic views which may in their turn be ere long 
called in question. 

It is my firm conviction that the reputation of my Alma 
Mater, in which I feel the warmest interest, cannot be better 
sustained, than by the appointment of such a successor to my 
venerated teacher and fiiend. Dr. Alison. 

WILLIAM B. CARPENTER, M.D., F.R.S. 



Given to Dr. Laycock, last year, when a Candidate for a public appoint" 
ment at York, From J. Y. Simpson, M. D., Vice-President of 
the Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh ; Professor of Mid- 
wifery in the University of Edinburgh ; Member of various Medical 
Societies in Stockholm, Copenhagen, Berlin, Paris, 8^c. 

EDiNBUBeH, Aith Aug,, 1854. 

My Dear Db. Laycock, 

I have much pleasure in expressing the very high 
opinion I entertain of your talents and learning. Tou have 
distinguished yourself in Medical literature beyond most if not 
all of your contemporaries, by the excellence and ability of 
your professional essays and writings. All your published 
contributions to Medical Science shew you to be a Phjrsician at 
once learned, practical, and philosophical, to a degree which is 
very rarely indeed met with. 

I am. My Dear Dr. Laycock, 

Most truly yours, 

J. Y. SIMPSON. 
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From Dr. K. F. H. Marx, Professor of Medicine, in the Univer- 
sity of Gottingen^ Member of the Royal Society of Gotiingen, of 
the Medico- Chirurgical Academy of St. Petershurgh, the Natur- 
alists* Society f Moscow, and other learned Societies; Author of 
** Allgemeine KrankheitslehrCj** ** GrundzUge zur Lehre von der 
Krankheit und Heilung,** " De Herophili Fitd, Scriptis, atque in 
Medicina Meritis,*' and other works, 

Herr Dr. Laycock ans York machte bei der hiesigen 
medicinischen Facultat am 17ten July^ 1839^ sein medicinisches^ 
chirurgisches und geburtshiilfliches examen auf^ eine so ausge- 
zeichnet seltene Weisey dass er bei der Promotion am 19ten J-uly 
das HOCHSTE Pradicat welches die Facultat ertheilt, erhielt. 
Seine bald darauf erchienene Schrift on the Nervous Diseases 
of Women, gewann bei denjenigen in Deutschland, welche 
sich f iir englische Literatur interessiren, grosse Anerkennung, 
wie diess auch die recensirenden Blatter hinreichend bezeugten. 
Seine fortgesetzten vielfachtigen wissenschaftlichen Leistun- 
gen waxen von der Art, dass die Achtung f iir den Verfasser 
bestandig stieg, und derselbe jetzt in Deutschland f iir einen der 
strebsamsten, urtheilsfahigsten, und gebildetsten Aertze Eng- 
land's, gehalten wird. 

DR. MARX, 

JProfusor der Mediein, 
OoBTTiNOSN, am 26ten August, 1855« 

Translation. 

On the 17th July, 1839, Dr. Laycock, of York, passed 
his examination in Medicine, Surgery, and Midwifery before 
the Medical Faculty of this University in so singularly distin-' 
ffuished a manner that when admitted to his degree on the 
19th July he received the highest possible praise the Faculty 
confers. His book on the Nervous Diseases of Women, which 
appeared soon after, gained for him a great reputation in Ger- 
many amongst those who take an interest in English literature, 
as the critical Reviews sufficiently shew. 
His continued and multi&rious scientific researches were 
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fiuch that the reputation of the author constantly increased, so 
that he is now considered in Germany to be one of the most 
industrious, the most sagacious, and the most accomplished 
Physicians of England. 

DR. MARX, 

Frofnwr of Medicine, 
GoTTiNOBN, 26 Augmt^ 1855, 



Fr(m Thomas Watson, M. D., Cantah.y Fellow of the Royal CoU 
lege of Physicians of London ; Member of the Council of King*s 
College^ London; Consulting Physician to King*s College Hospital ; 
formerly Physician to the Middlesex Hospital^ and sometime Fellow 
of St. John's College J Cambridge ; Author of Lectures ** On the 
Principles and Practice of Physic y** ^c. ^c. 

Loia)OK, August 21, 1855. 

lifY Deab Sir, 

I can have no scruple in expressing, at your request, 
mj sincere belief that you are thoroughly qualified to occupy 
xnost efficiently the Chair of the Practice of Physic in any 
ld!edical School in this kingdom. But I must also say that 
"your wide-spread reputation and well known character ought to 
lave, and doubtless will have, more weight with those who 
lave the disposal of the Professorship which you are now seek- 
ing, than any testimony to your merit from so humble an in- 
clividual as. 

My Deab Sib, 

Yours faithfully, 

THOS. WATSON. 

2b Db. Layoogk. 



From W. W. Fisher, M.D., Cantab., Downing Professor in the 
University of Cambridge, ^c. 

East Lodob, Downing Oollbob, 

Camb&idob, Aug, 20th, 1855. 

Having been informed by Dr. Laycock that he is a 
Candidate for the Chair of the Practice of Medicine in the 
University of Edinburgh, I beg to sta.te that I had several years 
ago the advantage of maki^g his personal acquaintance, and 
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that I have since had many opportunities of judging of his 
general and professional attainments. 

Dr. Laycock is an assiduous observer and collector of facts^ 
and possesses a power of generalization calculated to torn them 
to the best account. His Work on the nervous Diseases of 
Women, exhibits a range of subjects much beyond what the 
title of the book would lead any one to expect. Besides that 
Work and numerous Essays, he has contributed to the medical 
literature of this country, by his translation of the physiological 
writings of Unzer and Prochaska, and it seems to me that an 
intimate acquaintance with the works of such eminent medical 
philosophers is in itself alone a strong recommendation to a 
Candidate for the Chair in question. 

In conclusion, I beg to state that I believe that Dr. Laycock 
will, if appointed to the Professorship for which he is a Candi- 
date, perform the duties of it efficiently, and to the full satis- 
fax^tion of the University of Edinburgh. 

W. W. FISHER, M. D., 

Downing Frofuaor of Medieme, 



From Richard Quain, Esq., Fellow of the Royal CoUege of Sur- 
geons of England; Surgeon to the University College Hospital; 
Professor of Clinical Surgery in University CoUege; Fellow of 
the Royal Society, <^c., and Author of numerous Works and Essays. 

Doctor Laycock, whom it has been a pleasure to me 
to know from the outset of his professional life, has for many 
years been distinguished by the extent and variety of his 
attainments, and by original views in Physiology applied to 
Practical Medicine. 

In his writings he is always fluent and clear, and in oral 
exposition he displays facility and force. Briefly, Dr. Laycock 
is characterised by independence of thought and great intellec- 
tual powers, at the same time that he is ^ highly accomplished 
Physician. 

RICHARD QITAIN. 

Cavbndish Squasb, London, 
23 Auffmty 1855. 
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From W. W. H. Walshe, M. D., Edinburgh^ Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians of London ; Professor of the Principles and 
Practice of Medicine and of Clinical Medicine in University 
College ; Physician to the University College Hospital ; Consult- 
ing Physician to the Hospital for Consumption^ at Brompton; 
Member of various learned Societies ; Author of " Physical Diag- 
nosis of Diseases of the Lungs ; '* '* The Nature and Treatment of 
Cancer ; " ** A Practical Treatise on Diseases of the Hearty" S^o* 

Dr. Laycock lias for many years held a prominent 
position among the thinking Physicians of the day^ and has 
distinguished himself especially by his felicitous application of 
the Physiology of the Nervous System to its Pathology. His 
productions on this subject indicate great ingenuity and habits 
of close thought, — and, a yet higher praise, mark him as a man 
of original powers. 

Dr. Laycock's numerous contributions to Medical Literature 
show that he has given attention to a very extensive range of 
subjects ; and it may be very truly said of him, ^^ nihil qtiod 
tetigitf non ornaoiV* 

W. H. WALSHE. 

JLoNDON, August 18, 1855. 



JVoOT Edward Charlton, M. D., Edinburgh^ Physician to the 
Newcastle and Gateshead Dispensary ; Lecturer on the Practice 
of Physic in connexion with the University of Durham ; Honorary 
Member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Medicine ef Stockholm ; 
Contributor to the British and Foreign Medica-Chirurgical Review 
of Reviews of Scandinavian Literature, 

My Dbab Sir, 

I see with pleasure that you are a Candidate for 
Dr. Alison's Chair in the Edinburgh University. Though not 
personally acquainted with you I have had many opportunities 
of judging of your qualifications for so important an office, both 
from the unprejudiced testimony of those qualified to form an 
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opinion of your talents^ and from the perusal of the various 
Works and Essays which have emanated from your pen. In all 
of them I have found the same carefril spirit of induction from 
the assiduous investigation of facts which characterizes the truly 
eclectic Physician; while there is not wanting, either, that 
boldness in throwing out lights to guide to future discoveries, 
which gives a charm to all works of true genius. 

I have seen with pleasure that your valuable contributions to 
Medical Science are constantly quoted and referred to by our 
Danish and Swedish brethren, and especially do I recollect 
special mention being made of your admirable series of Essays 
on the Laws of Vital Periodicity. 

I heartily wish you success, and that you may continue to 
walk in the steps of those who have preceded you in the Chair 
you now seek to occupy. 

I remain. 

My Dear Sir, 

Tour's very truly, 
EDWARD CHARLTON, M. D. 

7, ElDON StRBBT, NsWCASTLE-ON-TYNEy 

Auffust 20, 1855. 



From J. A. Symonds, M. D., Edinburgh, Consulting Physician and 

formerly Senior Physician to Bristol General Hospital, Author 

of Essays ** On Medical Study " " On Sleep and Dreams" 

" On Habit, Physiologically considered,** and of Articles in the 

Cychpcedia of Practical Medicine, ^c, 

CuPTOKy Bbibtol, August 22, 1855. 

Though I have had no personal acquaintance with 
Dr. Laycock, I have watched his career as an author, and an 
investigator in medical science, with great interest, — ^from the 
time when his Writings first attracted my attention and admira- 
tion in 1888, and when I considered them worthy of com- 
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memoration in the Retrospectiye Address to the PFoyincial 
Medical and Surgical Association^ -*r- to the present time. The 
mental qualities and the acquirements of Dr» Laycock appear 
to me to he of a kind which peculiarly fit him for the duties of 
an Academicid Professor. For while he is possessed of iminense 
stores of learning of which he would make ahtmdani use Jn 
Medical instruqtiQn, his powers of aqute observation and philo* 
sophical reflection^ and his originality of conception^ are such 
that^ imited as they are in Dr. Laycock with ait ardent love of 
truth, and an enthusiastic energy in the pursuit of it, they 
cannot fail to incite to exertion and emulation the young minds 
which may be brought under their influence. 

Strongly attached as I am to my Almsf Mater, I mourn over 
the retirement of the great and good Dr. Alison. The same 
feeling of attachment makes me desire that a man like 
Dr. Laycock may be his successor. 

J. A. SYMONDS, M. D., P. R. S. E., 

OifftsuUingFhjfsieian to the Bristol Gmeral SospittiL 



From Sir Jamss hoyihx Barosley, M.]>.». Edinlttirgh, Consulting 
Phgsician to. the Manchester ftoyal Infirmary^ the Dispensarff^ 
Fever Wards, Lunatic Hospital and Asylum, and the Penitentiary ; 
for many years Lecturer on the Practice of Physic and on Materia 
Medica at the Manchester Royal School of Medicine and Swgery ; 
aFdhyhoftheLvimcean Society, and Author of several W4)ris and 
Essays^ . 

Having been informed that Dr. Thomas Laycock, of 
York, is a candidate for the Chair of Medicine in the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh, vacant by the resignation of Dr. Alison, I 
have great pleasure in recording my opinion in favour of his 
eminent qualifications for that distinguished post. 

Dr. Laycock's great abilities and. Aecomplished scholarship 
are before the whole Profession. 

Has numerous and valuable contiilmtions to medical literature 
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are remarkable alike for varied bearing and information, and 
for their philosophical depth. 

I have the fullest confidence that success in his present 
application will tend^ not only to his own credit^ but to main- 
tain^ in a high degree^ the present and historical celebrity of 
mj own Alma Mater — the University of Edinburgh. 

JAMES L. BARDSLEY, Knt., M. D. 

Mahohbbteb, Auff. ISth, 1855.. 



From Sir Charles Hastings, M.D., Edinburgh^ D,C.L. Oxon.; 
Physician to the Worcester Infirmary ; Author of a Treatise " On 
Inflammation of the Mucous Membrane of the LunySy** ^c. ^c. ; 
Fellow of the Geological Society ; President of the Council of the 
Provincial Medical and Surgical Assodationy of the Worcester 
Natural History Society , ^c. ^c. 

WoBxmnxR, Augutt 18, 1855. 

To the Patrons of the University of Edinburgh. 

Gentlemen^ 

Hearing that the Chair of Physic in the University 
of Edinbui^h^ where I was educated^ and for which I have an 
ardent attachment^ is vacant^ I cannot but feel interested in 
your choice ; and as I find that Dr. Laycock, of York^ is a 
Candidate for this important and distinguished appointment^ I 
do not hesitate to declare my opinion^ that I believe him to be 
eminently well qualified for the same ; and I further declare 
my belief^ that^ if elected^ he will perform the duties of Pro- 
fessor of Medicine with honour to himself^ and advantage to the 
University. 

I have the honour to be. 
Gentlemen^ 

Yoiur faithful Servant^ 
CHARLES HASTINGS, Knight, M.D. 
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From Sir Henry Cqoper, M. D., London^ Mayor of HuU^ 
Physician to the HuU General Infirmary and the Hull and 
Sculcoates Dispensary , sometime Lecturer on Materia Medica and 
Pharmacy at the HuU School of Medicine^ President of the HuU 
Literary and Philosophical Society ^ %c. ^c. 

To the Right ^Hon. the Lord Provost^ the Magistrates^ and the 

Town Council of Edinburgh. 

Hull, August 20, 1855. 

Gentlemen^ 

I am requested by Dr. Laycock^ of York, to state to 
you what I believe to be his qualifications for the office of 
Professor of Physic in the University of Edinburgh. 

Dr. Laycock's name is so well known to the Medical Pro- 
fession not only in this Country, but in Europe and America, as 
connected with the highest branches of research in Medical 
Science, that I should feel it presumptuous in me to offer an 
opinion, did I not sincerely believe that in offering my tes- 
timony on this occasion, I am advancing the cause of Science 
and the important pubUc interests connected therewith. 

Dr. Laycock's researches, which are both profound and 
original, have not been confined to the more purely philosophi- 
cal branches of Medicine ; he has placed the Medical Profession 
under great obligations by his practical writings and the 
assistance he has rendered in the treatment of obscure and 
difficult classes of cases. 

I do not know in what way the Town Council of Edinburgh 
could discharge this important trust with more advantage to 
the Public and the University, and more credit to themselves, 
than by the appointment of Dr. Laycock to the vacant pro- 
fessorship. 

I have the honor to be. 

Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 
HENRY COOPER, Knt., M. D., London. 
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Fnym William Crawford Williamson, Fellow of the Royal 
Society; Member of the Royal College of Surgeons^ London; 
Professor of AnaJtomy and, Physiology in OwerCs College^ Manches- 
ter ; Consulting Surgeon to the Chorlton-on-Medlock Dispensary ; 
Lecturer on Aural Surgery to the Chatham Street School of 
Medicine, and Surgeon to the Manchester Institution for Diseases 
of the Ear. 

I have long been acquainted with Dr. Laycock as a 
distinguished member of the Medical Profession. He has en- 
gaged in the investigation of many of the most abstruse pro- 
blems of Medical Science, and has, by his published Writings, 
established his claim to stand in the foremost rank of profound 
thinkers on these subject^. I consider him to have few equals 
and fewer superiors, as a rapidly rising physician. He owes 
his great reputation solely to his rare talents and unwearying 
energy ; and with this high opinion of his merits, I naturally 
think him admirably qualified for occupying the Chair of 
Medicine in the University of Edinburgh. 

WILLIAM CRAWFORD WILLIAMSON. 

Manchestbb, Auffuat ISthy 1855. 



From Forbes Winslow, M. D., D. C. L., Oxon,, Fellow of the 
Royal CoU^ge of Physicians of Edinburgh ; Editor of the Journal 
of Psychological Medicine ; Author of variousWorks. 

My Deab Dr. Laycock, 

I feel much pleasure and great satisfaction in adding 
my humble testimony to that of others in fevour of your ex- 
cellent qualifications for the honourable post to which you 
aspire. I know no gentleman in this Country better fitted than 
yourself to succeed Dr. Alison to the Professorship of Physic 
in the University of Edinburgh. In combination with 
superior literary attainments you possess a profound knowledge 
of the higher branches of the Science of Medicine, and have an 
intimate acquaintance vdth the languages and Medical Litera- 
ture of Germany and France. I consider you to possess talents 
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of a high order^ and great powers of original observation and 
research. It is hardly necessary to add that your able Works, 
Essays, and Translations, have given you an European repu- 
tation. 

Should you succeed in obtaining the object of your ambition, 
I feel certain the selection will reflect great credit upon the 
University of Edinburgh, and add additional lustre to its world- 
wide reputation as a School of Medicine. 

Very truly your's, 

FORBES WmSLOW, M. D. 

23, Oatbndibh Squabb, London, 
27th Augmty 1855. 



From W. A. Greenhill, M. D., Oxon,, jhrmerly Physician to 
the Radcliffe Infirmary^ Oxford; Translator ^ from the Arabic, 
for the Sydenham Society ; of ** Rhazes on the Small Pox ; " 
Editor of " Theophilus de Corporis Humani Fabricd** of " Thomce 
Sydenham, M.D., opera omnia (for the Sydenham Society) ;** 
Author of " Anecdota Sydenhamidna ; " " Lives of Christian 
Physicians and Surgeons ; " ^c. 

HASTiNOSy Aug, 23, 1855. 

Having been invited by Dr. Laycock to express my 
opmion of his fitness for the office of Professor of Medicine in 
the University of Edinburgh, my only difficulty in complying 
with his request arises from the feeling I have of the api^arent 
presumption of praising one so much superior to myself. Dr. 
Lay cock's Writings prove him to be one of the most learned and 
philosophical Physicians of this coimtry ; and I think, that if 
the Electors have it in their power to appoint a man altogether 
better fitted for the post than Dr. Laycock, they must be 
unusually fortunate in the Candid^ttes that offer themselves. 
This is not the expression of private friendship, for I have not 
the pleasure of Dr. Laycock's personal acquaintance ; tny inter- 
course with him by letter has been very slight, and my favour- 
able opinion of him is founded entirely on his published writmgs 
and his general reputation for energy and ability. 

W. A. GREENHILL, M.D. 
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From Daniel Noble, M. D., Visiting Physician to the CUftan 
Hall Retreat, Consulting Physician to the Ear Institution, Lecturer 
on Psychological Medicine, Manchester ; Author of " The Brain 
and its Physiology,^* ^* Elements of Psychological Medicine,** 8^e. ^c. 

Makohbstbr, Avg, l%ik^ 1856. 

Amongst the powerful testimonies of professional skill 
that Dr. Laycock can command from men the most eminent^ 
any statement from me can have but little weight Neverthe* 
less^ I will say that^ haying known him personally for some 
years^ and having read and studied almost all that he has 
written, I entirely concur in the opinion which I know to be 
entertained of him very generally by his medical brethren, that, 
both for ability and acomplishments, as a Physician, he is 
equalled by few, and surpassed by still fewer, either in this or 
in any other country. 

His election to the vacant Chair in the University of Edin- 
burgh, for which I have been informed that he is a candidate, 
would very generally be regarded by the Medical Profession, 
I believe, both in this Country and abroad, as an admirable 
choice, and as an instance, in every respect, of the ^^ right man in 
the right place." 

DANIEL NOBLE, M. D. 



Fr<m Charles Cowan, M. D., Edinburgh and Paris, LieenHate 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh ; Senior Physician 
to Royal Berkshire Hospital ; Honorary Member of the SociStS 
d* Observation Medicate de Paris ; ex-President of the Hunterian 
Society, Edinburgh ; Translator of Louis on Phthisis ; Author of 
several works, ^c. %c. 

To the Magistrates and Town Council of Edinburgh, Patrons 

of the University. 

GSNTLEMEN, 

Understanding that Dr. Laycock is a Candidate for 
the Chair now vacant by the resignation of Dr. Alison, I have 
much pleasure in expressing my conviction, that he possesses 
far more than ordinary qualifications for the post. 
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With a vigorous intellect^ he unites a zealous temperament 
and untiring application. 

Both as an Author and a Clinical Teacher^ he has given 
abundant evidence of his ability to acquire^ and successfully 
to impart knowledge. Indeed there is no living member 
of the Medical Profession whom I consider better fitted for the 
important duties he is desirous of undertakings and I shall 
most cordially rejoice in his appointment. 

I remain^ Gentlemen^ 

Your obdt. humble Servant, 

CHARLES COWAN, M. D. 

Beabino, Bbbxs., 20ih August, 1855. 



From Thomas Turner, Esq., Fellow of the Royal College of 
Surgeons ofEngland ; Surgeon to the Manchester Royal Injvrmary ; 
Lecturer on Anatomy at the Manchester Royal School of Medicine 
and Surgery ; Professor of Physiology at the Royal Institution ; 
Fellow of the Linncean Society ; Author of " Outlines of Medice- 
Chirurgical Science ; " ^e. 

Hanohesieb, Aufft, 29rdy 1855. 

Deab Sir, 

Understanding that you are a Candidate for the Chair 
of Medicine, vacant by the resignation of Dr. Alison, it affords 
me much pleasure to render you my feeble help towards the 
attainment of the object of your ambition. My knowledge of 
you is principally based on the well known reputation of your 
Medical Works, and the numerous Monographs which have 
been published in the leading Journals of the day, shewing 
great industry and talent for research, much originality of 
thought, and so fuU an acquaintance with Medical Science 
(especially in its Physiological and Practical Departments) as 
to qualify you, in an eminent degree, for the post of honor and 
useAilness which you are anxious to obtain. 

Believe me, Deab Sib, 

Your*s sincerely, 

, THOS. TURNER. 
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From Henry Ancell, Esq., Lecturer on Medical Jurisprudence^ 
SU Mary's Hospital, London ; Author of a ^^ Treatise on Tuber ^ 
culosis / " " Lectures on the Blood ; " 4*0. 

London, Nobtolk Cbescbnt, Htdb Pahk, 

Auguaty 1855. 

From my knowledge of Dr. Laycock's high position 
as a gentleman and a scholar^ and of the estimation in which 
he is held on account of his published Works, as a man eminent 
in Medical Science ; also from his age, habits, urbanity of dis- 
position, and general tone of mind, I have no hesitation in 
declaxing my opinion that he would do honor and ample justice 
to the long-celebrated School of Medicine of the University of 
Edinburgh, if appointed as Professor.of the Practice of Physic 
therein ; and I am fully convinced that Dr. Laycock's appoint- 
ment to that Chair would not only meet with the cordial 
approbation of the Profession of Medicine in the United King- 
dom, but with the general approval of the scientific world, in 
this and Foreign Coimtries. 

HENRY ANCELL. 



From John Roberton, Esa., Manchester, Licentiate of the Ro^fiU 
College of Surgeons, Edinburgh ; Surgeon in Ordinary to the 
Manchester Lying-in Hospital ; Author of " Essays and Notes on 
the Physiology and Diseases of Women,** 8^c, 

Understanding that Dr. Thomas Laycock, of York^ is 
a Candidate for the Chair of Medicine in the University of 
Edinburgh, vacant by resignation of the noble-minded and 
ever-to-be honored Dr. Alison, I beg to state that, in my 
humble judgment. Dr. Laycock, should he obtain the appoint- 
ment, is eminently qualified to sustain the high reputation 
which, now for more than a century, has attached to that 
Chair ; he being distinguished amongst his professional brethren 
in the North of England, not only for practical knowledge as a 
Physician, but likewise as a writer of uncommon ability and a 
zealous cultivator of Medical Science. 

JOHN ROBERTON. 

MAwasBKHBy A^guit 21, 1355. 
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From Henry Johnson, M.D., Edinburgh^ Licentiate of the Royal 
College of Physicians of London ; Senior Physician to the Salop 
Infirmary ; Author of a Prize Essay ^^ On the Arrangement and 
Nomenclature of Mental Diseases^** 8^c. 8^c. 

Shbbwbbuby, August 20, 1855. 

To the Magistrates and Town Council of the City of Edinburgh. 

Gentlemen, 

I rejoice to hear that Dr. Thomas Laycock is a Can- 
didate for the Chair of Physic in Edinburgh. 

Being myself a graduate of that University and knowing the 
requirements for the office, and also being interested in the 
reputation of the University as a School of Medicine, perhaps I 
may be allowed, although only a private individual, to bear 
my testimony to the character of Dr. Laycock, and to his pecu- 
liar fitness for the important trust. 

Dr. Laycock's reputation as a Teacher has been established 
by his having, for several years, been Lecturer on the Theory 
and Practice of Physic at the York School of Medicine. His 
numerous publications, consisting of original Works and Papers 
on various subjects connected with the Science of Medicine, 
evince his accurate knowledge of what is ascertained in the 
field of Medical Science, as well as his talent for extending 
that field by new and accurate observations and experience. 

Surely, also, I shall be forgiven if I here mention, what is so 
very important in one holding any official appointment, that 
Dr. Laycock, in all the intercourse which I have had with him 
in public and in private, has not been less remarkable for the 
'* Suaviter in modis " than the ^'fortiter in rehm.^^ 

I have the honor to be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your*s obediently, 
HENRY JOHNSON, M. D., Edinb. 

D 
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From Robert H. Semple, M. D., Member of the Royal College 
of Physicians, London; Physician to the Northern Dispensary, 
London ; Member of the Court of Examiners of the Society of 
Apothecaries, London* 

8, TOBBINGTON SaUABE, LoNDOK, 

Ai4g. 20, 1855. 

Hearing that Dr. Thomas Laycock, of York, is a Can- 
didate for the Professorship of Medicine, in the University of 
Edinburgh, I have great pleas^e in giving my testimony to his 
fitness for the office. Educated at University College, London, 
and having pursued his studies on the Continent of Europe, he 
has made himself thoroughly acquainted with the Theory and 
Practice of his Profession; while his extensive experience 
during a long public and private practice at York, has enabled 
him to turn to the best advantage the knowledge which he had 
previously acquired. 

As an able Lecturer, Dr. Laycock has been long well known, 
and his writings on various branches of Practical Medicine are 
familiar to the Profession of Great Britain. 

Dr. Laycock, in my opinion, is eminently well fitted for the 
important and dignified post to which he now aspires. 

ROBERT H. SEMPLE, M .D. 



From George Southam, Esq., Fellow of the Royal College of Sur^ 
geons of England ; Assistant Surgeon to the Manchester Royal 
Inf/rmary ; Lecturer on Surgery at Manchester, 

Having been informed that Dr. Laycock, of York, is a 
Candidate for the vacant Chair of Medicine in the- University 
of Edinburgh, I have great pleasure in stating the high estima- 
tion in which he is held by members of the Medical Profession, 
both as a Practitioner and Teacher. 

I have the fullest confidence in Dr. Laycock's thorough 
fitness for the high and responsible appointment which he seeks. 

GEORGE SOUTHAM, F. R. C. S. 

Manchesteb, August 23^ 1855. 



k 
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Frwm T. Shapter, M. D., Edinburghj Physician to the Devon 
and Exeter Hospital^ St. Thomas's Hospital^ near Exeter^ for 
LunaticSf ^c» 8^c, 

ExBTEB, 21 Aug,, 185d. 

My Dbar Sib, 

I am glad to find you are a Candidate for the Chair 
of Medicine in the University of Edinburgh, now vacant by 
the resignation of- my friend and teacher, the esteemed and 
excellent Dr. Alison. 

Your previous career, whether as an Investigator of the nature 
and the sources of disease, or as a practical Physician, or as a 
Teacher conspicuously endowed with energy and accuracy, 
marks you as one peculiarly fitted to fulfil the post you are now 
desirous to obtain. 

As an old alummts of the University of Edinburgh, I shall 
be glad to congratulate you on your appointment. 

Beheve me, 

Your*s very truly, 

T. SHAPTER, M.D. 

To Db. Latoock. 



From Arthur Wm. Dumville, Esq., F, R. E, S., Surgeon to 
the Manchester Royal Infirmary ; Lecturer on Physiology ; Con- 
suiting Physician to the Ardwich and Ancoates Dispensary. « 

I have great pleasure in bearing testimony to the 
talents and worth of Dr. Laycock. I consider him a very 
learned and accomplished Physician, who has contributed 
largely, by his Writings, to the advancement of Medical Science. 
Dr. Laycock's erudition and zeal in the cause of his Profession 
eminently qualify him for the Chair of Medicine in the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh, 

ARTHUR WM. DUMVILLE, F. R. C. S. E. 

Manchester, August 2Zrd, 1855. 
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From Edwin Lankestee, M. D., L. L. D., Licentiate of the Royal 
College of Physicians of London ; Fellow of the Royal Society 
and of the Linncean Society; formerly Lecturer on Materia 
Medica^ and now Lecturer on Physiology and Botany at the 
Grosvenor Place School of Medicine^ London ; Author of numerous 
Scientific and Medical Works. 

8, Sathjb Jlowy "UmDOVy 8tpt, 1«^ 1855. 

My Mend Dr. Laycock having announced himself as 
a Candidate for the Chair of Medicine in the University of 
Edinhurgh, I have great pleasure in stating my conviction of 
his fitness for so important a post. 

As a student^ Dr. Laycock was distinguished for his unwearied 
assiduity and comprehensive knowledge of the hranches of 
science on which the practice of medicine as an art ought to 
he founded. 

Very early in his professional career he puhlished his work 
on the Nervous Diseases of Women ; a work so much in advance 
of its time^ that the principles therein established are only now 
being fully recognised in the Physiology and Pathology of the 
Nervous System. 

During his professional Career in York, Dr. Laycock has 
frequently published papers and Clinical Lectures, which indi- 
cate great powers of observation and generalization, and furnish 
abun<}ant proof of his qualifications to teach the principles and 
practice of Medicine. I would also draw attention to the fact, 
that in all Dr. Laycock's writings he has shewn a thorough 
knowledge of the principles and laws o( philosophical induction, 
which — always of the utmost importance as a branch of sound 
Medical education — are at the present day most specially de- 
manded, when even the Teachers in our Schools and the 
Professors in our Universities, are found inculcating and up- 
holding most serious errors and pernicious fallacies. 

EDWIN LANKESTER, M. D. 
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From John J. Wright, M. D., Edinburgh, Physician to the Malton 
(Yorkshire) Dispensary; formerly Demonstrator of Anatomy ^ 
Surgeon* s Square ^ Edinburgh ; Author of ^^ a Treatise on Second^ 
ary Purulent Deposits, '* for which one of the Graduation Gold 
Medals was awarded by the University of Edinburgh ; S^,, Sgc. 

Having been informed that Dr. Laycock^ of York, is 
a Candidate for the Chair of the Practice of Physic in the 
Uniyersity of Edinburgh, I have great pleasure in expressing 
my sincere conviction that he would be no unworthy successor 
to that illustrious Physician, whose active benevolence and high 
scientific reputation, have shed additional lustre upon that 
ancient and renowned seat of medical learning. 

The number and value of Dr. Laycock's contributions to 
Medical Literature (many of which I have read and admired 
without having been aware before to-day that he was the 
author), sufficiently prove the extent of his scientific acquire- 
ments, his imwearied industry, and his peculiar aptitude for 
the investigation of the most intricate and difficult questions 
connected with the Physiology and Pathology of the Nervous 
System. His papers on Public Hygiene, which have appeared 
at intervals in the British and Foreign Medico-Chirurgical 
Review, are clear, forcible and learned productions, and they 
must have contributed powerfully to the present advanced state 
of the Sanitary Question. Had no other result followed 
Dr. Laycock's literary and scientific labours, they ought to 
have earned for their Author the respect of hig medical brethren 
and the gratitude of the general public. 

During my residence at Malton, I have had occasional 
consultations with Dr. Laycock, and I have no hesitation in 
asserting, that he is a skilful and judicious Physician, as well 
as an origmal author and a successful reviewer. 

Before these times of ^^ Administrative Reform" the Patrons 
of the Edinburgh University have conscientiously discharged 
their important trust, and have usually succeeded in " putting 
the right man in the right place;" and that they will endea- 
vour to do so on the present occasion there can be little reason 
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to doubt. I have real interest in the University of whick I a: 
a Graduate, and in whose class-rooms my own medical studies 
were directed, and I can unhesitatingly assert that Dr. Laycock's 
qualifications are such as eminently to fit him for the duties of 
the vacant Chair. I will only add, that the Patrons vrill be 
singularly favoured, if other candidates present themselves with 
higher claims than he to the distinguished position which he 
seeks to occupy. 

J. J. WRIGHT. 

Malton, 3 S^t, 1855. 



From Theophilus Thompson, M.D., Edinburgh^ Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians of London^ Fellow of the Royal Society, 
Physician to the Hospital for Consumption, Author of " Annals 
of Influenza^^ Dissertations in Library of Practical Medicine^ on 
** Hysteria,** " Neuralgia,** and " Chorea,** 4^. 4^, 

My Dear Sir, 

I have already written a Testimonial for one of The 
Candidates for the Edinburgh Chair; but, in reply to your 
letter, it is only just to say that when preparing the article 
' Hysteria' for the Library of Practical Medicine, I derived con- 
siderable advantage from the perusal of your papers on that 
wide and important subject. This would have been more 
manifest if the list of authorities which I appended to my 
dissertation had been published ; but my MS. was detained 
with a view, I believe, to a supplementary Bibli(^aphy, 

May I be allowed to add, that I have always valued your 
Essays as pre-eminently exhibiting the haimony of Literature 
and Science, and as calculated, by their aptness, to enlarge as 
well as instruct the mind, and so to coimteract some of the 
intellectual risks associated with minute investigations. 

I am. 

My Dear Sib, 

Faithftdly yours, 
THEOPHILUS THOMPSON. 

By^BsDFOBD Squa&e, Sept. i, 1855. 



SI 

From Ed. Hy. Sieyekiko, M. D., Edinburgh^ Fellow of the Rojfal 
College of Physicians of London ; Physician in Ordinary to the 
late Duke of Cambridge ; Assistant Physician to St. Mary*s 
Hospital ; Author of various works. 

3, Bbntinck Strebt, 

Manohestbb Sob., Lodon, 
Sept, 4ih, 1855. 

My Deab Sib^ 

I have long felt, in common, I believe, I may say with 
all medical men who are versed in the literature of their pro- 
fession, a profound regard for the varied talent, the deep 
research, and the logical acimien, manifested in your numerous 
and valuable writings on medical subjects. 

On the occasion of your becoming a Candidate for the high 
and responsible office of Professor of Medicine in the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh, it affords me pleasure in being allowed the 
opportunity of expressing my opinion of the eminent qualifica- 
tions which you possess for the post in question. 

I remain. My Dear Sir, 

Tour's very faithfiilly, 

EDWARD H. SIEVEKING. 

D&. Layoook, Yobx. 



JFrom John Birt Dayies, M. D., Edinburgh^ Licentiate of the 
Royal College of Physicians of London ; Professor of Clinical and 
Forensic Medicine in Queen* s ■ College, Birmingham ; Senior 
Physician of Queen*s Hospital, Birmingham, S^c. 

BiBMiNaHAM, Septetnber 6, 1855. 

It gives me great pleasure to make one of the contri- 
butors of testimony to Dr. Laycock's fitness for the Professor- 
ship of the Practice of Physic in the University of Edinburgh. 

Dr. Laycock has an extended knowledge of the phenomena, 
nature, and treatment of disease, — large powers of research, — 
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and a sound practical judgment. These qualities are not only 
felt and appreciated by those who have the pleasure of knowing 
him personally — but hare been clearly demonstrated in publi- 
cations long before the Profession and the world at large^ and 
which constitute vouchers for the possession of ability of no 
ordinary kind. With these Dr. Laycock also combines a pre- 
cision and clearness as well as a copiousness and fluency in tbe 
expression of thought that render him^ in my opinion^ eminently 
qualified to convey instruction attractively, and fitted, in a high 
d^;ree, to niaiTitAin the lustre of the Chair, which has been 
associated, in my recollections, with the medical sagacity, 
classical elegance and intellectual power of the Author of the 
Conspectus Medicifue T^eoretiaB. 

JOHN BIBT. DAVBES, M. D. 



Fivm Rkhd. Atkinson^ Esq.j of Richmond^ Yorkshire^ Member of the 
Rmfal CoUege of Surgeons of England^ Surgeon to the North York 
Rifle Regiment of MUitia, the Richmond Dispensary ^ 4^. 

Mt Dear Sib, 

I have just heard that you are a Candidate for the 
vacant Chair of the Practice of Physic in the University of 
Edinburgh. 

Having had the pleasure of occasionally meeting you in 
consultation-practice, (although at a distance of nearly fifty 
miles,) I cannot deny myself the pleasure of expressiog the high 
opinion I entertain of your professional knowledge and practical 
skill, and sincerely hope you may be successful. 

Had you been within a shorter distance I should have had 
the pleasure of meeting you much more firequently. 

I remain. My Dear Sir, 

Yours very truly, 

RICHD. ATKINSON. 
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From Joshua Hartley ^ Esq., M,R, C. S,y Surgeon^ Malton^ York»kir9* 

Malton, York, Sq[»t. 8, 1855. 

I have known Dr. Laycock many years. In all my 
Professional communications with him^ his large attainments in 
Medical Science ever affi>rded me great satisfection. 

The aptitude of Dr. Laycock's practical application of reme- 
dies in disease, coupled with his great experience, re^der8 hin^ 
very valuable in consultation. 

I understand Dr. Laycock is a Candidate for the CSbair o^ 
Medicine, in the University of Edinburgh ; should he be so 
fortunate as to be elected, the honor (very great) is not greater 

JOSHUA HARTLEY. 



From Bo3T. Bow^m Esq., of Rochdale^ Lancashire^ F^Uou? qf tk$ 
JRoyol College qf Surgeonj^ Snglani, and OoneuUing l^rgeon to 
the General Dispensary at Rochdale. 

EooHDALE, Sep, 5^A)1855. 

My Lobd Pi^ovost a^d Ctentlemen, 

^aying had the pri^ege to enjoy the acquaint^^^ 
of Dr. Iiaycockfor xpimy ye^, and frequent opportunities of 
jpeeting hiioi in A>;asuUation, I am enabled to testify to the 
g^af; zeal, ,tact, and d,isr>rimipa,tion, whiph he h9.s evinced iu 
the 4i^te^tion and^ treatment of disease, to his learpiiiig a^d 
^qcQTfffilishjmente as a Physician, aM to the c^^ixtepiisness pf 
his manner on .^ occasions. 

J have no difficulty in exj^essing my firin conyictiQ;|L ,thp.t he 
18 emii^eaxtly qualified to fill the Chay: of Medidne in the 
University of Edinburgh. 

I have the hpnor to be. 

My Lord Peovost and Qej^tlembn, 
Your most obdt. Servant, 

ROBERT BOWER. 

TfiB LoBD Pbovost &c., 

OF THB CiTT OF EDimiVBOH. 

E 
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Pnym T. P. Daties, Esq., Memher of the Royal ColUge of Surgeon^ ^ 
of England ; ex-Mayor of Retford, Nottinghanuhire, Sfc. 

I have known Dr. Thomas Laycock^ of York, by hi^ 
writings and contributions to Medical Science for some years-^ 
I have lately had the honor and pleasure to become personally^' 
and professionally acquainted with him ; and I consider him t(^ 
possess a great practical knowledge and first-rate abilities as con- 
sulting physician ; and eminently qualified for the distinguished 
position — the vacant Chair of the Practice of Physic — which 
he now seeks. 

T. P. DAVIES. 

East Bbtfobd, Sep, 5, 1855. 



From Eminent Physicians and Suboeons, Lecturers at the School 
of Medicine at Liverpool^ Memben of the Medical Staff of the 
Public Charities, Sfc. 

The undersigned, having heen informed that Dr. 
Thomas Laycock^ of York^ is a Candidate for the appointment 
of Professor of the Practice of Physic in the University of 
Edinburgh^ vacant by the resignation of Dr. A. P. Alison^ beg 
to express their opinion as to his special qualifications for the 
office. His well-known medical writings^ his devotion to the 
science of his profession^ his industry^ and his undoubted 
talents lead them to believe that if appointed to the office he 
seeks^ there will result, fi*om the more enlarged sphere of 
observation and action it affords, increased service to the Pro- 
fession and added reputation to the University of Edinburgh 
and to himself. 

JOSEPH DICKINSON, M. D., M, A. Cantab., F.RS., Phy- 
sioian to the liverpool Boyal Infirmary, and Lecturer 
on Clinioal Medicine, &c. 

THOMAS INMAN, M. D., Lecturer on the Practice of Medi- 
cine, liverpool Royal Infirmary School of Medicine; 
Physician to the Northern Hospital. 
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ELLIS JONES, Senior Surgeon to tihe Liverpool Northern 
Hospital. 

D. CHALMERS, M. D., Surgeon to the Northern Hospital, 

Liverpool. 
GEO. MILLETT DAVIES, F. R C. S. E., Surgeon to the 

Northern Hospital, Liverpool. 

JAMES HAKES, M.B.G. S.E., Junior Surgeon to the 
Northern Hospital, Liverpool. 

FRANCIS ARCHER, M. R. C. S. E., Surgeon to the Liver- 
pool Borough Prison. 



From the Lecturers in the York School of Medicine, the 
Colleagues of Dr. Laycock. 

To the Right Honourable the Lord Provost, the Magistrates, 
and the Town Council of the City of Edinburgh. 

We the undersigned. Lecturers in the York School of 
Medicine, have great pleasure in bearing our testimony to the 
professional talents and acquirements of Dr. Laycock, who, we 
imderstand, is a Candidate for the vacant Chair of the Practice 
of Physic in your University. 

Dr. Laycock has for several years filled with great ability the 
Chair of Practical Medicine in the York Medical School. 

Possessing an active and vigorous mind, and an easy and 
clear mode of expression, he has ever been most successful in 
securing the attention of his class, and winning their respect 
and admiration. 

Dr. Laycock is also well known as a successful cultivator of 
Medical Science, and has had extensive opportunities of becom- 
ing thoroughly acquainted with his profession, so that in recom- 
mending him to the Patrons of the University of Edinburgh, 
(whilst we cannot refrain from stating how deeply we should 
regret the loss of so able a colleague,) we can have no hesitation 
in expressing our honest conviction that he is in every way 
admirably fitted for the Chair he is anxious to obtain. 

Should Dr. Laycock be elected we feel sure that he will de- 
vote his best energies to the faithfril discharge of his duties, and 
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to the satisfaction of the University ; whilst the Profession at 
large will acknowledge that a just honour has been conferred 
upon one of its most talented and industrious members. 

T. SIMPSON, M. D., Senior Physician to the York County 
Hospital, late Lecturer on the Theoiy and Practice of 
Medicine at the York School of Medicine. 

# W. D. HUSBAND, Surgeon to the York County Hospital, 
Lecturer on Clinical Surgery, late Lecturer on Botany 
and Forensic Medicine. 

CALEB WILLIAMS, Fellow of the Royal College of Sui> 
geons of England, Lecturer on Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics. 

JAMES ALLEN, ) Joint Lecturers on Midwifery and 

W. C. ANDERSON, LP. J the Diseases of Women and Children. 

WM. MATTERSON, Surgeon to the York Dispensary, late 
Lecturer on Botany and Materia Medica. 

WILLIAM PROCTER, Lecturer on Chemistry and Forensic 
Medicine. 

HENRY KEYWORTH, Surgeon to the York Dispensary, 
Lecturer on Surgery. 

EDWARD ALLEN, I Joint Lecturers on Anatomy and Phy- 

GEO. HORNBY, ) siology. 

S. W. NORTH, Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

O. A. MOORE, Lecturer on Botany, Surgeon to the York 

Dispensary. 
THOS. H. BARKER, late Lecturer on Chemistry. 



Fnm the Committee of the York Institute of Popular Science 
and Literature, 

To the Bright Hon. the Lord Provost, the Magistrates, and the 

Town Cbuncil of EdinhnrgU. 

Gentlemen, 

We the undersigned. Members of the Committee of 
the York Institute of Popular Science and Literature, having 
learnt that Dr. Laycock, of this City, is a Candidate for the 
Chair of Physic in the University of Ediuburgh, beg to have 
die pleasure of stating that on several occasions Dr. Laycock 
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has deliyered Lectures at the Institute^ on different scientific 
salgects. All these Leoturei!! shewed great originality of mind^ as 
-well as great research ; some of them^ indeed^ were devoted to 
such abstruse metaphysical inquiries as might not at first seem 
adapted to a ropular Institute^ but the happy manner in which 
Dr. Laycock handled his subjects always attracted^ and fixed 
the attention of large audiences^ and left every one deeply 
impressed with his admirable powers as a public Teacher and 
l/ccturet. 

A special vote of thanks of the Committee was given to 
Dr. Laycock for his valuable and instructive Lectures. 

THOMAS HANDS, Hon. Treasurer. 

EDWARD ALLEN, M. R. C. S., (Lecturer on Physiology), 
Hon. Secretary. 

WM. GRAY, Under Sheriff of Yorkshire. 

WILLIAMSON ETCHES, Mastet of the Blue Goat School. 

W. WILLIAMSON, kanaging Clerk. 

W. T. PATTERSON, Professor of Mathematics. 

JNO. I. WILKINSON, Commercial Clerk. 

H. V. PALMER, English Presbyterian Minister. 

THOS. HODGSON, SoUcitor. 

JAS. MEEK, JUN., Alderman and Magistrate. 

J. P. WOOD, Coroner for the City and Coiuity of York. 

JOHN KENRICK, M. A., (Author of " Ancient Egypt under 

the Pharoahs;" " PhsBnicia," &c.) 
WILLIAM PROCTER, M. R. C. S., Lecturer on Chemistry. 
WILLIA.M HEY, M. A., Head Master of the Royal School 

of St Peter, Vicar Of St. Hfelen's, Canon df Yoi*, Ac. 

WM. ROSS, Editor. 

MICHAEL CHARLTON, Ciiy CottncillOr. 
JOHN WRIGHT, Jun., RaHway Clerk. 
fSOS. W. Wilson, Magistrate. 
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Fr(m the Students of thb York School of Medicine, 9p(m 
taneomly presented to Dr. Laycock when a Candidate for the office 
of Physician to the York County Hospital, 

The Students of the York School of Medicine viewing 
with interest the approaching election of a Physician to the Tork 
County Hospital^ vacant by the resignation of Dr. Belcombe^ 
desire to convey to Dr. Laycock their wishes for his success in 
obtaining the vacant office, and to express their unqualified 
admiration of his talents and acquirements both as a Physician, 
a teacher, and an author ; and to further express their hope and 
belief that those talents which have hitherto been employed for 
the furtherance of science and professional utility may be 
appreciated in the position which, their inclinations tell them, 
he is destined to occupy. 

The Students offer this trifling mark of esteem to one who 
has officiated for several years as their Lecturer on the Practice 
of Medicine, and has always given entire satisfaction by his 
uniformly kind behaviour and the abiUty with which he has 
discharged his duties. 

Yoke, August 24^A, 1854. 




From the Reverend Wm. Vernon Harcourt, M. A., Rector of 
BoUon Percy y near York ; Canon Residentiary of York Cathedral ; 
Fellow of the Royal Society^ of the Geological Society ^ ^c. 4^., 
and formerly Chairman of the York Sanitary Committee, 

Bolton Perot, Taboasteb, Sept. 8, 1855. 

My Dear Sib, 

I am not only willing, but desirous, to pay a tribute 
justly due to the public services which you have rendered to 
the City of York, by bearing the testimony of an humble fellow- 
labourer in the same work, to the activity, sagacity, and patient 
industry, with which you have been long employed in working 
out the various sanitary problems which a populous City pre- 
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f^enpi, and which it is of so much importance to its well-being 
^o i^lye ; and I do not hesitate to express the sincere satisfSeu^tion 
-^»vliich it would give me, if your valuable energies should now 
extended to a more responsible position, and over a wider 



Believe me. 

My Dsar Sir, 

Yours very truly, 
WM. VERNON HARCOURT. 

Djft.LATO00K. 



^rom John Phillips, Esq., M. A., of St. Mary't Lodge^ Yorh^ and 
Oxford; Deputy Reader in Geology in the University of Oxford; 
Fellow of the Royal Society, the Geological Society, ^c, and 
Asiiitant General Secretary to the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science. 

Magdalbn Bridoe, Oxpoed, Sep, 5, 1855. 

'My Dear Sir, 

Hearing of your intention to be proposed as a Can- 
didate for the Chair in Edinburgh, so honourably fiUed by 
Dr. Alison, I cannot refrain from wishing you success. 

As your fellow-citizen for some years, I have had many 
opportunities of knowing your zeal and ability as a public 
medical officer, and in private of profiting by your large read- 
ing, accurate investigations, and clear explanations. My own 
pursuits have so far brought me within the circle of yours, that 
I should feel great confidence in giving my vote for your 
appointment to a Chair connected with Medicine, and have no 
doubt you will worthily fill it. 

Ever your's most truly, 

JOHN PHHiLIPS. 

Jb Db. L^toook, Yobs. 
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From J. D. Morbll, Eso.^ M. A., one of Her Me^eshfM Inspeehrs of 
Schools ; Author of ^^ An HUtorieal and Crilieal View of the 
Speculative Philosophy of Europe in the J 9th Century j" *' On 
the Philosophical Tendencies of the Age, being Four Lectures 
delivered at Edinburgh and Glasgow ;" S^c. S^e. 

Education Depabtment, 
ConNOEL O^ncE, Downino Street, London, 

Sept 5th, 1855. 

1 jbaye great pleasure in adding my testimony to the 
high intellectual qualifications of Dr. Laycock^ as an original 
investigator into the physiology of the nervous system^ and the 
collateral questions of Psychology. Not only do we owe to him 
the translation of Unzer's most suggestive work on the S[ubject^ 
but he has^ from time to time^ furnished Articles to fbe best 
Journals of the day^ which certainly place him in the very first 
xank^ both as a Physiologist aad a Psychologist. For myself^ 
I am free to confess^ that I have derived more useful sugges- 
tions from some even of his minor productions^ than I have 
done from many of the most elaborate works on the subject of 
mental operations. I should rejoice to see his qualifications 
aojsnowledged in tke proper way ; i. e., by raimng him to a 
Profes9or's Chajur in one of our first Universities. 

J. D. MORELL. 



To be continued. 



CONTINUATION OF 



DR. LAYCOCK'S TESTIMONIALS 



FOR THE 



CHAIR OF PHYSIC IN THE UNIVERSITY 

OF EDINBURGH. 



From His Grace the Archbishop of York, The Very Reverend Sir 
William Cockburn, Bart., D.D., &c.. The Dean, The Canons 
Residentiary, and other Members of the Cathedral Church 
of York. 

We, the undersigned, Members of the Cathedral Church 
of York, being informed that Dr. Laycock is a candidate for 
the Chair of the Practice of Medicine in the University of 
Edinburgh, feel great pleasure in testifying to his qualifica- 
tion for that important office. 

Dr. Laycock has been engaged in the public and private 
practice of his profession in the city of York for a period of 
nearly twenty years. He commenced his career as the resi- 
dent Medical Officer of the County Hospital, and for several 
years past has been one of the Physicians to the York Dis- 
pensary. During that period his professional conduct has 
been characterised by imtiring industry and unremitting kind- 
ness towards those who have been under his professional care. 

We would, however, more particularly express our deep 
sense of the benefits Dr. Laycock has conferred upon the city 
of York and the general public, by his strenuous efibrts to 
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detect the causes of disease as they aflfect the population at 
large, and to advance the great movement of the day — ^the 
application of medical science in all its branches to the pub- 
lic welfare. 

Dr. Laycock's reputation as a Practical Physician, as well 
as a cultivator of science, must, we doubt not, be well known 
in Edinburgh, but we feel it right to state thus fully to the 
Town Council of Edinburgh the high opinion we entertain of 
Dr. Laycock in his public character and as a fellow-citizen. 

WILLIAM COCKBTIRN, Dean of York, 
CHARLES HAWKINS, Canon Residentiary^ 
JOHN BAILLIE, Canon Residentiary. 
WILLIAM HEY, Canon. 
EDWARD J. RAINES, Sub-chanter. 
B. E. METCALFE, Vicar Choral. 
ARTHUR H. ASHWORTH, Vicar Choral. 
THOMAS BAYLY, Vicar Choral. 

I beg to join in the foregoing Testimonial. 

T. EBOR. 



From James Paget, Esq., Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons 
of England, of the Royal Society, &c. &c. ; Assistant Suigeon 
and Lecturer on Surgery at St. Bartholomew's Hospital ; Author 
of " Pathological Catalogue of the Museum of the College of 
Surgeons," of " Lectures on Surgical Pathology," &c. &c. 

The extent and variety of Dr. Laycock's medical inquiries 
— and the thoughtful, philosophic spirit in which he has con- 
ducted them — ^make me believe that he is well qualified for the 
Professorship of Medicine in the University of Edinburgh. 
A class of Graduates educated to the same earnest, careful 
habit of inquiry as Dr. Laycock has always manifested, would 
raise the University of Edinburgh to a reputation' even higher 
than it has yet enjoyed. 

JAMES PAGET. 

24 Henbietta Street, Cavendish Square, London, 

September 13, 1855. 
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From T. Southwood Smith, M.D., Edinburgh, Fellow of the Boyal 
College of Physicians ; Physician to London Fever Hospital ; 
late Member of the General Board of Health, &c. ; Author of 
" A Treatise on Fever," of " Animal Physiology," " Use of the 
Dead to the Living," and other works. 

5 Suffolk Place, Pall Mall. 

I have had many opportunities in my late oflScial capacity 
of becoming personally acquainted with the mind and attain- 
ments of Dr. Laycock. It is unnecessary for me to speak of 
his eminence as a Physician, and his qualifications as a 
Teacher ; but I may bear my testimony to his early apprecia- 
tion of the importance of the science of medicine as a preventive 
science, and to the share which he has taken in the development 
of Public Hygiene in this country. Of the necessity of giving 
a place to this branch of medicine, either in the prelections on 
the Practice of Physic, or in some other part of the curriculum 
of medical education, there is a growing conviction, and Dr. 
Laycock appears to me to be eminently qualified, both from 
his knowledge and example, to expound and enforce the prin- 
ciples of this comparatively new department of Medical Science. 

SOUTHWOOD SMITH. 

Se^ptem^r 12; 1855. 



From Ed. Eigby, M.D., Fellow of the Eoyal College of Physicians 
of London, of the Linnsean Society, of the Imperial and Eoyal 
Society of Physicians of Vienna, of the Eoyal Med. Chir. Society 
of Berlin, formerly Lecturer on Obstetric Medicine ; Examiner 
in Midwifery of the University of London ; Senior Physician to 
the General Lying-in Hospital ; Author of " A System of Mid- 
wifery," a work " on Dysmenorrhoea and Allied A£Eections," and 
numerous other Essays. 

36 Bbbkelet Squabb, Londov, 
September 12, 1855. 

As an old Edinburgh student and former pupil of my 
friend Dr. Alison, and one who has no personal acquaintance 
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with Dr. Laycock, my testimony in his favour can only result 
from an earnest wish to promote the prosperity of the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh, and to secure for the vacant Chair of Medi- 
cine a successor worthy of its former illustrious occupant. 

I know no one, who, by his learning, talents, and writings, 
deserves better of his profession than Dr. Laycock ; and his 
invaluable sanitary investigations have rendered him a bene- 
factor to his country. 

His high name will confer additional honour upon the 
University, and will show that merit alone has guided his 
appointment. 

EDWD. RIGBY, M.D. 



From R. B. Todd, M.D., Oxon, Fellow of the Royal College of 
Physicians of London ; late Professor of Physiology and Clinical 
Medicine in King's College ; Physician to King's College 
Hospital ; Author of " On Gout, Rheumatic Fever, and Chronic 
Rheumatism," "Anatomy of the Brain," "Spinal Cord and 
Ganglions ; " Editor of " The CyclopaBdia of Anatomy and Phy- 
siology," &c. 

I have known Dr. Thomas Laycock for many years through 
his Writings, which on Medical and Physiological subjects are 
numerous and very able. 

They denote that their author is a man of great acuteness 
of observation and of reasoning power — and that he is a highly 
accomplished Physician — ^possessing the best qualifications 
both to practise and to teach. 

R. B. TODD, M.D., F.R.S. 

26 Bbook Street, Gbosybnor Square, 
Septeniber 6, 1855. 
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Charles Locock, M.D., Edinburgh, Fellow of the Royal 
CZJollege of Physicians of London ; First Physician- Accoucheur 
"to the Queen ; Consulting Physician to the General Lying-in 
^Eospital ; Member of the Senate of the University of London, &c. 

London, September 6, 1856. 

As I have not the honour and advantage of a personal 

^oqxiaintance with Dr. Laycock, I cannot be supposed to be 

-■■^•ssed by private friendship in recommending him to the 

"*- *^"Vvn Council for the Chair in the University of Edinburgh, 

^ ^vvhich he aspires. The object of those with whom the 

^I^I> ointment rests, will naturally be to select one whose 

^^t>lic character and professional position would do credit to 

^^t; school which has been adorned by so many distinguished 

^^::>fessor8 ; and I feel sure that Dr. Laycock's published 

^^ CDrks, and the high reputation he has acquired for talent and 

^^t^inments will fully entitle him to their most favourable 

^^Xisideration. C. LOCOCK, M.D., 

Physician to the Queen^ &c. 

^rom W. Sharpey, M.D., Edinburgh, Fellow and one of the Secre- 
taries of the Eoyal Society ; Fellow of the Eoyal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh ; Professor of Anatomy and Physiology 
in University College, London, &c. &c. 

Univebsitt College, London, 
September 1855. 

My Dear Sir — The ability and zeal with which you have 
for many years cultivated medical science — ^the well-deserved 
reputation which you have earned by your medical writings — 
especially those on the Physiology and Diseases of the nervous 
system — and the experience you have enjoyed as a Medical 
Teacher, appear to me to be recommendations of much weight 
in support of your application for the Chair of the Practice of 
Physic in Edinburgh, for which you are a candidate. 

W. SHARPEY, M.D., 

Professor of Anatomy and Physiology in 
University College, London. 
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From E. W. Murphy, A.M., M.D., Dublin, Fellow of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, Ireland ; Professor of Midwifery in Uni- 
versity College, London; Obstetric Physician to University 
College Hospital; Physician- Accoucheur to Northern Dispensary; 
Honorary Member of the Parisian Medical Society; Correspond- 
ing Member of the Society of Natural and Medical Science, 
Dresden, Madrid, &c. &c. ; Author of ^^ Lectures on Natural and 
Difficult Parturition,'' of " Lectures on Preternatural and Com- 
plex Parturition," "Lectures on Midwifery," and numerous other 
Essays. 

12 Henbistta Street, CAVEimiBH Squabb, 
September 12, 1855. 

Dear Sir — I am much gratified in having an opportunity 
of expressing the very high opinion I entertain of yonr 
abilities as a cultivator of Medical Science. 

I am quite sure the Chair you seek for is i/aur most 
appropriate post, as giving you the means of extending your 
enquiries and improving our knowledge of medicine. I tmst 
that the Provost and Town Council of Edinburgh will arrive 
at this conclusion, and that I shall have to congratulate you 
on your appointment. — ^I am, &c. 

EDWARD W. MURPHY. 



From Samuel Solly, Esq., Fellow of the Boyal College of Sur- 
geons ; Surgeon to St. Thomas' Hospital, London ; Consulting- 
Surgeon to the Boyal General Dispensary; Consulting- Surgeon to 
the West Herts Infirmary; Fellow of the Royal Society; Author 
of " On the Human Brain," "An Analysis of Miiller on the 
Glands," &c. &c. 

18 St. Helens' Place. 

Though I have not the honour of any personal acquaint- 
ance with Dr. Laycock, I have long known him through his 
admirable Writings on the nervous system. I have no hesi- 
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tation in saying that such are the men who exalt our profes- 
sion. 

I believe that his election to the Chair of Medicine in the 
University of Edinburgh would contribute to the renown of 
that distinguished institution. 

SAMUEL SOLLY, F.R.S., 

Surgeon to St. Thomat^ Hospital dke. dx. 



From B. W. Bichabdson, M.D,, Physician to the Royal Infirmary 
for Diseases of the Chest; Editor of the Journal of Public 
Health, and Lecturer on Forensic Medicine at the Grosvenor 
Place Medical School, London. 

12 HiNDE Street, Manchester Square, London, 

September 8, 1856. 

My Dear Dr. Laycock — I seize with sincere pleasure the 
opportunity of your oflfering yourself for the Chair of Medicine 
in the University of Edinburgh, to express the high estimation 
in which I have long held your labours in the cultivation of 
our common and noble science. 

With unremitting zeal and originality you have long and 
successfully prosecuted those higher branches of Medical 
learning, upon the progress of which the advancement and 
completion of a system of physiological and philosophic 
medicine purely rests. 

The possession of these qualities, coupled with your 
known attainments as a general scholar (in the strictest 
sense of the word) and with your character as an honourable 
man and a gentleman, renders you peculiarly well fitted to 
succeed to the Chair so long and richly adorned by the know- 
ledge and learning of Dr. Alison. 

But on another ground I would heartily recommend you 
to the position you seek — viz., that your mind is imbued with 
the importance of teaching, to the rising members of our pro- 
fession, those grand principles of preventive medicine (em- 
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braced in what is called Sanitary Science), with which the 
more important questions connected with the social condition 
of man in general, his happiness and futm^e prosperity, are 
intimately bound. 

I shall watch the result of your canvass with deep in- 
terest, and with every good wish for your success, I remain, 
&c. 

B. W. RICHARDSON, M.D. 



From John Charles Hall, M.D., F.L.S., Fellow of the Boyal 
College of Physicians, Edinburgh ; Physician to the Sheffield 
Public Dispensary ; late Lecturer on the Practice of Medicine, 
at the Sheffield Medical School ; Author of " Clinical Remarks 
on the Pathology, Diagnosis, and Treatment of Consumption," 
" On the Nature and Treatment of some of the more Important 
Diseases," " An Analytical Synopsis of the Natural History of 
Man;" Editor of the English Edition of "Pickering's Races 
of Man," &c. &c. &c. 

Sheffield, September 11, 1855. 

My Dear Dr. Laycock — It is impossible to express in 
words the high estimation I entertain of your great talents, 
general and professional. Did the appointment you now seek 
in the University of Edinburgh, rest with the members of our 
own profession, no testimonials could possibly be required ; 
because your able writings have gained for you, with your 
brethren, a European reputation as a highly accomplished 
Physician, a correct and elegant Scholar, and as an experienced 
and successful Teacher of the principles and practice of our 
profession. 

Well knowing that you are in every way highly qualiiSed 
for the Chair of Medicine in the University of Edinburgh, 
you have my best wishes for your success ; not only from 
the personal regard with which you have long been held by 
me, but, more especially, from the conviction that, if elected, 



49 

you would discharge the duties of the Professor of Medicine, 
with honour to the University of Edinburgh, with much 
credit to yourself, and great advantage to the students. — I 
am, &c. JOHN CHARLES HALL, M.D. 



From Joseph Brown, M.D., Edinburgh, Licentiate of the Eoyal 
College of Physicians; Senior Physician to the Sunderland 
Infirmary, &c. ; Author of "Medical Essays on Fever,*' "Diseases 
of the Heart," and of several articles in the Cyclopsedia of 
Practical Medicine. 

SmrDEBLAND, September 7, 1855. 

My Dear Sir — You certainly were not wrong in suppos- 
ing that I would be willing to express my sentiments as to 
your suitability for the Chair of Practical Medicine in the 
University of Edinburgh, for which you inform me you are a 
candidate. When I consider your professional labours — prac- 
tical and literary — during a series of years, I cannot but 
regard you as well-fitted to be a teacher of the art, which 
you have cultivated so zealously and so long ; and I feel the 
conviction that you would, if elected, ably discharge the duties 
of the Professorship to which you, with no presumption, 
aspire. My best wishes for your success accompany you 
across the Tweed. — Yours, &c. 

JOSEPH BROWN, M.D. 

To Dr, Laycochj M.D.j dx. <&c. 



From WnJiiAM Macturk, M.D., Senior Physician to the Bradford 

Infirmary, &c. 

Bradpobd, September 12, 1855. 

The numerous literary works of Dr. Laycock amply testify 
to his extraordinary versatility and industry ; and the great 
estimation in which his writings and his teaching are held by 
the profession, afibrds indisputable evidence of his high attain- 
ments, and of his power to communicate his knowledge to 
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others — thus combining the two necessary qualifications of a 
first-class Teacher. It remains for me, as a medical practi- 
tioner of many years' standing in a neighbouring town, to 
state that I have watched with interest Dr. Laycock's pro- 
fessional career ever since he settled in York. 

That career, in so far as it has gained for him the highest 
respect of his fellow-citizens, with a wide-spread professional 
reputation, has been singularly successful, ^d justifies me in 
saying that I believe him at this time to be one of the most 
active, intellectual, and original minds engaged in the study 
and practice of our profession, calculated — if the Patrons 
should appoint him — to even more than uphold the world- 
wide renown of the Edinburgh Chair of the Practice of 
Physic. WILLIAM MACTURK, M.D. 



From Thomas Beaumont, Esq., Surgeon, Bradford, Yorkshire, 
President of the Bradford Medico-Ethical Society; Author of 
" An Essay on the Nature and Properties of Alcoholic Liquors," 
&c. &c. 

Bbadfobd, September 11, 1855. 

My Dear Sir — Feeling a deep concern in the fortunes of 
my esteemed Alma Mater, I view your candidateship for the 
vacant Chair with peculiar interest, knowing, as I do, how 
much the honour of the University, and the advantage of its 
alumni, would be secured by your appointment. 

I most heartily wish you the success you so richly deserve, 
and that not only for your own sake, but more especially on 
public grounds, feeling assured that the sound principles and 
extensive knowledge which you possess would be reflected on 
those upon whose acquirements and character so largely de- 
pend the interests of science and humanity throughout the 

world. — Believe me, &c. 

THOMAS BEAUMONT, 

President of the Bradford Medico-Ethical 
Dr. Laycoclc. Society. 
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From John Spence, Esq., Bedale, Yorkshire, Member of the Boyal 
College of Surgeons of England ; Licentiate of the Boyal College 
of Surgeons of Edinburgh, of the Faculty of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Glasgow, &c. &c. 

Bedale, 5th Sq^tember 1855. 

My Dear Sir — Having heard that you are a Candidate 
for the Professor's Chair of Physic, now vacant, in the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh, I feel extreme pleasure in conveying to 
you my congratulations and sincere good wishes for your 
success. 

I have often dwelt with pride upon yonr zeal and indefa- 
tigable application to the study of your Profession, when a 
pupil of mine, and felt confident that your aspirings would in 
future life secure for you (if spared), as they have already 
done, a wide celebrity. Passing over the honourable and 
extensive curriculum of your studies, the value and extent of 
your literary works have secured for you an undying fame, 
attesting as they do, the Herculean character of your mind. 
The enviable position to which, as a Candidate, you aspire, 
would be the more valuable to you and the Profession by giving 
scope to the exercise of those rare qualifications by which, as 
a Lecturer on Medicine, you have for a length of time been 
distinguished, and of employing still more extensively those 
invaluable qualities, which, as a Consulting Physician, you 
have long held, and which have gained for you the confidence, 
not of myself only, but of a wide connexion of medical as 
well as private friends. — ^My Dear Sir, &c. 

JOHN SPENCE. 

Dr. Laycock. 
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From G. E. Paget, M.D., Cantab., late Fellow of Caius College, 
Cambridge; Fellow of the Boyal College of Physicians of 
London; Physician to Addenbrooke's Hospital, and Linacre 
Lecturer on Physic, Cambridge ; Author of " Notice of an 
Unpublished Manuscript of Harvey," of a Paper " On Ryth- 
mical Movements," &c. &c. 

Dr. Laycock is well known to me by his writings. They 
fully maintain the reputation in which he is held, and prove 
him to possess very high qualifications for a Professor of 
Medicine — displaying as they do not only a thorough acquaint- 
ance with the Science and Practice of Medicine, and the 
most unwearied industry, but also an active spirit of original 
research and powers of independent thought, which, when 
infused into lectm-es on a progressive science like medicine, 
are calculated to render them peculiarly attractive as well as 
instructive. 

G. E. PAGET, M.D., Cantab. 

Cambridge^ September 12, 1865. 



From J, G. Davey, M.D., Licentiate of the Royal College of 
Physicians of London, formerly resident Physician of the 
Middlesex Lunatic Asylum at Colney Hatch, and at Hanwell ; 
Lecturer on Psychological Medicine at the Bristol Medical 
School ; Author of " Contributions to Mental Pathology," 
" The Ganglionic Nervous System, its Physiology and Patho- 
logy," " The Nature and Proximate Cause of Lisanity," and 
numerous other essays. 

NoBTHWooDs, Bristol, 

September 11, 1855. 

My Dear Sir — If a testimonial from myself of your high 
standing in the profession can be of any use, you are most 
welcome to the same ; fcut a far better and a more eloquent 
assm*ance of your practical acquirements and great industry, 
and very singular fitness for the vacant Chair of Medicine in 
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the University of Edinburgh, will be found in your very 
excellent book, entitled " The Nervous Diseases of Women,'' 
than in any words of my own. However, I beg you to feel 
assured that, entertaining, as I do, the fullest confidence in 
your industry and talents, and believing that your appoint- 
ment to the responsible oflSce you are desirous to fill, must 
confer honour on even the " University of Edinburgh,'' it will 
give me much real pleasure to hear of your success in your 
present undertaking. — Yours, &c. 

J. G. DAVEY. 

To Tho8. Lay cock, Esq., M.D., &c. &c. 



From Jas. Johnstone, M.D., Cantab., Fellow of the Eoyal College 
of Physicians ; Professor of the Practice of Medicine in Queen's 
College, Birmingham ; Senior Physician to the General Hos- 
pital, Birmingham ; Author of a Work on " The Phenomena 
of Sensation,'' and of " A Therapeutic Arrangement of the 
Materia Medica," &c. &c. 

Those works of Dr. Laycock which I have seen, appear 
to me to be remarkable for great ability and much originality. 
Dr. Laycock's extensive and profound attainments are well 
known and generally acknowledged by the members of his 
profession, of which he unquestionably stands in the first 
rank; and I believe him to be most highly qualified to 
lecture on the Practice of Medicine. 

JAMES JOHNSTONE. 

Birmingham, September 13, 1855. 
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Prom John Davy, M.D., Edinburgh, Inspector-General of Army 
Hospitals ; Fellow of the Eoyal Societies of London and 
Edinburgh ; Author of " Life of Sir Humphry Davy," 
" An Account of the Interior of Ceylon," " Notes and Observa- 
tions on the Ionian Islands and Malta," and numerous other 
Works and Essays. 

Though not personally acquainted with Dr. Thomas 
Laycock, I have formed from his Writings a high opinion of 
his abilities and attainments, and I consider liim eminenib/ 
qualified for the professorship of the Practice of Physic in 
the University of Edinburgh, now vacant by the resignation 
of Dr. Alison. 

JOHN DAVY. 

Lesketh House, Ambleside, 
September 12, 1855. 



From Wm. Eichardson, Esq., Surgeon to the Dispensary, Stockton- 
on-Tees, Durham, and a Magistrate of the Borough. 

Stockton-upon-Tees, 
September 13, 1855. 

My Dear Dr. Laycock — I am delighted to hear of your 
being a Candidate for the Chair of Medicine in the University 
of Edinburgh. Having been a fellow-student with you, I 
have, from the earliest period, had an opportunity of observe 
ing not only your great abilities, but your industry and 
zeal, in acquiring a knowledge of that profession of which you 
have become so distinguished a member. Since that period 
it has been my good fortune to obtain your able assistance in 
many very diflScult and serious cases, in every one of which 
you have not only displayed great skill, but given my patients 
and myself the greatest satisfaction. I can therefore, from 
personal knowledge (independently of the numerous and able 
writings with which you have favoured the profession), form 
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a sound opinion as to your fitness to fill the Chair of Medi- 
cine in the University of Edinburgh ; and in the event of your 
election, I feel satisfied that distinguished honour will be 
accompanied with the greatest advantage to the University. — 
Heartily wishing you every success, I am, &c. 

WILLIAM RICHARDSON, 

Surgeon to the Stockton Dispensary. 



From A. Wood, Esq. of Rochdale, Fellow of the Boyal College of 

Surgeons of England, &c. 

RooHDALBi Se^ptemher 6, 1855. 

My Dear Sir — I have met you in practice, and have great 
pleasure in bearing my testimony in favour of yoiu: merits as 
a Consulting Physician, for I know of no one in whose dis- 
crimination, tact, and judgment I should place more perfect 
confidence. 

It would hardly become me to say a word as to the value 
of your numerous publications on medical subjects. They 
are universally known and appreciated by the profession, as 
having tended in an eminent degree to the advancement of 
true medical science. 

My son desires me to present his respects, and to join 
me in sincere wishes for your success. — Believe me, &c. 

A. WOOD, 

FeUow of the Royal College of Surgeons 
Dr. Laycock. of England. 



56 



From Thomas Nunneley, Esq., Fellow of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of England ; Senior Surgeon to the Eye and Ear 
Infirmary ; Lecturer on the Principles and Practice of Surgery 
at the Leeds School of Medicine ; Member of the Societe de 
Biologic de Paris ; Author of "A Treatise on the Nature, 
Causes, and Treatment of Erysipelas," " Experimental Inquiry 
into the Effects of Hydrocyanic Acid," &c., " On Anaesthesia 
and Anassthetic Substances generally, being an Experimental 
Inquiry," &c. &c. 

Dr. Laycock has been for many years well known amongst 
the profession as a most industrious and distinguished Writer. 
The mere enumeration of his Works is suflScient to shew his 
indomitable application ; while the wide range of subjects he 
has comprehensively treated, proves the varied information 
he possesses. But the greatest praise is, in my opinion, due 
to him for the philosophical spirit which pervades his writings. 
There is evinced patient labour in collecting facts — great 
power of analyzing and comparing them — and acute reasoning 
in deducing the legitimate inferences from them. Such a 
man is above all others fitted for the Professorship of Medi- 
cine in the University of Edinburgh. 

The importance of teaching students to think soundly 
and to reason correctly, cannot be overrated, though, unfor- 
tunately, instances are not wanting where they are little re- 
garded, to the serious injury of the public and the scandal of 
the profession. 

I think Dr. Laycock would be a worthy successor to the 
many eminent men who have graced the Chair of Medicine 
in the University of Edinburgh. 

THOMAS NUNNELEY, F.R.C.S.E. 

Leeds, September 1855. 

To he continued. 



FURTHEE CONTINUATION OF 



DR. LAYCOCK'S TESTIMONIALS 



FOR THE 



CHAIR OF PHYSIC IN THE UNIVERSITY 

OF EDINBURGH. 



CHAIR OF THE PRACTICE OF PHYSIC IN THE 
UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 



FOURTH ADDRESS FROM DR. LAY COCK, 



To the Right Honourahle the Lord Provost^ the Magistrates^ 
and Toton Council of the City of Edinburghy Patrons of 
the University. 

My Lord Provost and Gentlemen, 

I have now the honour to submit for 
your consideration a Third Series of Testimonials. 
Their number might have been easily increased had 
time permitted, especially by correspondents in the 
United States. In the absence of these, I may per- 
haps be excused referring to the observations of two 
of the most distinguished American physicians, Drs. 
Meigs and Howe, quoted at pages 6 and 12 of the 
Catalogue of my published writings, already in your 
hands. 

In reference to the various Essays and other 
writings mentioned in that Catalogue, I would beg 
leave to state that the whole were written with a 
definite object, viz., the practical development of 
Medical Science, and the direct application and 
Teaching of Medical Art. Not one, I believe, is of 
a purely speculative character. This constant prac- 
tical tendency has been forced upon me by circum- 
stances as well as from conviction, for I have not 
only had to teach the Practice of Medicine for nine 
years past, but (as will be shewn by documents to 
be placed in the hands of the City Clerk), I have 
• -J^nptndently of my private practice, more 



than 20,000 patients, during the last nineteen years, 
under my professional care in connexion with public 
medical charities in York alone. 

Opportunities of conversation with individual 
members of the Council have been most courteously 
aflforded me, and I have been almost unanimously 
informed that I have already presented as many 
testimonials as can be necessary to enable you to 
form an opinion of my fitness for the very important 
and responsible appointment which I seek. I have, 
in consequence, given only a list of the names of 
several gentlemen who have honoured me with their 
testimony as to my acquirements and powers as a 
Teacher of Medicine, or of my reputation and ability 
as a Consulting Physician and Practitiqner. Amongst 
these, I would beg leave here specially and gratefully 
to mention the Lord Mayor, Magistrates, and City 
Coimcil of York, who have signed a testimonial in 
my favour iii their non-official capacity. 

Feeling most fully assured that you will duly 
weigh and rightly estimate the entire body of evi- 
dence as to professional acquirements which I have 
had the honour to lay before you, I most respectfiilly 
leave it in your hands without further comment, and 
remain. 

My Lord Provost and Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

T. LAYCOCK. 

EDnrBUBOE, 25te Siftembeb 1855. 
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From Jonathan Hutchinson, Esq., Member of the Boyal College oi 
Surgeons, England ; Surgeon to the Metropolitan Free Hospi- 
tal ; Member of the Pathological, Hunterian, and Abemethian 
Societies ; Author oi^ " An Essay on Dyspepsia," &c. &c. 

33 FnrsBUBT Circus, Lohdov, 
September 17, 1855. 

It was my privilege as a student to attend two coursea of 
Dr. Laycock's Lectures on the Practice of Medicine at the 
York Medical School. 

His manner of communicating instruction was most 
admirable, and in now glancing back over the list of the many 
from whom I have borrowed professional knowledge, I can 
find none to whom my mind owns deeper obligations than to 
Dr. Laycock. We used, I well remember, to attend his 
lectures with the greatest pleasure, regarding them as intel- 
lectual treats ; and in illustration of this, I may mention the 
fact, that during the greater part of one session a gentleman 
not connected with the profession attended the course as an 
amateur. 

The stores of knowledge which Dr. Laycock possesses are 
most vast, and, as all the world knows, his original researches 
have been widely extended, and have embraced some of the 
deepest questions in medical philosophy. 

In command over language, in lucidity of arrangement, in 
clearness of expression — ^in the power of making abstruse sub- 
jects simple — and, above all, in the faculty of arresting atten- 
tion and arousing thought. Dr. Laycock has, as far as my 
experience has extended, few if any equals. Often have I 
listened with delight to his expositions, and perceived under 
his master-hand a subject, hitherto obscure and complex, " 
made to assume its due proportions — the mists of mischievous 
preconception cleared away, all factitious elements removed, 
and the real lineaments of the question brought out clear and 
defined. JONATHAN HUTCHINSON. 
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The following Gentlemen who have attended Dr. Lay- 
cock's Lectures on the Theory and Practice of Medicine in 
the York School of Medicine, have favoured him with a Testi- 
monial similar in spirit to the above. 

T. BRADDYLL BIGLAND. 

FRED. NEEDHAM. 

J. H. JACKSON. 

ROBERT STORRS. 

W. TOWNSEND STORRS. 

C. SHOOTER. 

F. SIMPSON. 

M. K. ROBINSON, M.R.C.S., &c. 

FRAS. CALVERT, M.R.C.S., &c. 

JAMES ATKINSON, M.D. 

JNO. F. MARSHALL, M.R.C.S. 

J. B. PRITCHETT, M.R.C.S. 

A. SCOTCHBURN, M.R.C.8. 

JOHN S. WATMOUGH, L.R.C.S.E., 

&c. 

And Others. 



From MfismsRs of the York Institute of Popular Science and 

Literature. 

To the Eight Hon. the Lord Provost, the MagtatrateSy and the 

Toum- Council of Edinhtcrgh — 

(Gentlemen — We, the undersigned, Members of the Com- 
mittee of the York Institute of Popular Science and Literature, 
having learnt that Dr. Laycock, of this city, is a candidate 
for the Chair of Physic in the University of Edinburgh, beg 
to have the pleasure of stating that on several occasions Dr. 
Laycock has delivered Lectures at the Institute, on different 
scientific subjects. All these Lectures shewed great origi- 
nality of mind, as well as great research ; some of them, 
indeed, were devoted to such abstruse metaphysical inquiries 
as might not at fii*st seem adapted to a Popular Institute, 
but the happy manner in which Dr. Laycock handled his 
subjects always attracted, and fixed the attention of large 
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audiences, and left every one deeply impressed with his admir- 
able powers as a public Teacher and Lecturer.)* 

We, the undersigned, Members of the York Institute, have the 
greatest pleasure in adding our names to the above Testimonial of 
the Committee. 

EDWABD GHARLESWORTH, F.6.S. (Assistant 

Secretary Torksh. Philosophical Society.) 
JAMES DTSON, Solicitor. 
GEO. SUTTON, Proctor. 
OSWALD ALLEN MOORE, M.R.C.a 
And 40 others. 



Prom John Davies, M.D., Member of the Royal Colleges of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons ; Extraordinary Physician to the Hertford 
General Infirmary; Fellow of the Royal Medico-Chirurgical 
Society ; formerly Editor of the London Medical and Surgical 
Journal, &c. ; Author of *' Selections in Pathology and Sur- 
gery ; " " Use of Iodine, locally applied ; " " Exposition of the 
Laws which relate to the Medical Profession," &c. &c. 

Hebtfobd, 19^^ September 1855. 

Dear Laycock — The whole intelligent part of the pro- 
fession throughout Europe, as well as America, already knows 
of your great talent and learning, and of the experience you 
have had for so many years as a Lecturer and a Practitioner. 

I therefore can only very cordially acquiesce in the 
almost universal opinion of our brethren, that the authorities 
of the celebrated University of Edinburgh would do honour 
to themselves in electing you to the Chair of the Practice 
of Medicine. — Yours very sincerely. 

JOHN DAVIES, M.D. 

* This testimonial is reprinted, in consequence of the additional signatures from 
Members of the Institute. 
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From Dr. Trousseau, Professor of Clinical Medicine, and formerly 
of Therapeutics in the Medical Faculty of Paris ; Physician to 
the H5tel Dieu ; Officer of the Legion of Honour ; Author of 
" Traite de Therapeutique," of " Phthisic Laryng^e,'* and 
numerous Medical Essays. 

Je suis heureux de pouvoir rendre un temoignage public 

de haute estime a M. le Dr. Laycock, Ses travaux si variees 

BUT toutes les branches de la medecine, la notabilite qu'il a 

acquise a Tetranger par ses ouvrages, le designent d'avance 

au choix de ses collegues comme Professeur de Medecine a 

rUniversite d'Edimbourg. 

A. TROUSSEAU. 

Paris, September 19, 1855. 



From A. N. Gendrin, M.D., Clinical Professor in the Hospital De 
la Piti6 ; Author of " Histoire Anatomique des Inflammations," 
" Traite Philosophique de M6decine Pratique," &c. &c. 

Monsieur et tres honore Confrere — 

Des publications medicates que vous avez faites, je ne 
connius que votre ouvrage sur les maladies nerveuses des 
femmes. Get ouvrage important, ou vous avez fait preuver 
d'un grand scjavoir et d'une sagacite pratique tres remarquable^ 
Buffit pour vous donner un titre a occupier la Chaire de 
Medecine de la Faculte d'Edimbourg. Je connais bien des 
professeurs qui ne seraient pas capables de faire un pareil 
livre. Tachez de trouver des juges qui pnissent choisir avec 
integrite ; cela n'est pas commun. 

Agreez, Monsieur et tres honore Confrere, Texpression de 
ma parfaite estime. 

GENDRIN. 

Paris, le 19 Sept. 1855. 
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From RuD. Virchow, M.D., &c. &c., Professor of Medicine in the 
University of Wurtzburg ; Author of "Handbuch der Speciellen 
Pathologie und Therapie," &c. &c. 

TranaloHoH, 

In compliance with the request of Dr. Laycock, I beg to 
state that I have for a long time watched his labours with the 
greatest interest The multifarious subjects he handles, as well 
as the astonishing number of his works, manifest the large 
capabilities of Dr. Laycock, not more than his unwearied in- 
dustry, both in the observation of disease and in the study of 
literature. Certainly, it would be of the greatest advantage 
to science if Dr. Laycock occupied a sphere in which he could 
extend his observations, and at the same time render them 
available to a greater number of pupils. 

Dr. RUD. VIRCHOW, 

Professor P. O. 
WuREBURo, \^ih Sept. 1855. 



Prom Henry Maunsell, M.D., Fellow of the Royial College of 
Surgeons, Ireland, and late Professor of Midwifery in the 
College ; Author, with Dr. Evanson, of a " Treatise on the 
Diseases of Children," and an Essay " on Political Medicine," 
&c. &c. ; formerly Editor of the Dublin Medical Press. 

Dublin, 12<& September 1855. 

My Dear Sir — ^I am glad to learn from your letter that 
you are a candidate for the Chair in the University of Edin- 
burgh, lately so worthily filled by Dr. Alison. 

The zeal and success with which I know you have for 
so many years pursued the study of medicine in its highest 
branches, are to my mind sufficient pledges that you would 
be no unworthy successor of that distinguished and excellent 
man ; and I sincerely hope you may succeed in your object. 
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If a devoted pursuit of truth — varied and extensive 
knowledge — and ability to turn it to use, be qualifications for 
the Professorship, I am sure y^u are qualified ; and I have 
had abundant opportunities of convincing myself of the 
correctness of my estimate of your character, both by per- 
sonal intercourse and by acquaintance with your numerous 
and important writings. Wishing you success, I am, &c. 

H. MAUNSELL, M.D. 



From Charles Benson, A.M., M.D., Fellow and Professor of 
Practical Medicine in the Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland ; 
Physician to the City of Dublin Hospital ; Examiner in 
Anatomy, Physiology, and Practical Medicine; Author of 
several Essays, Lectures, &c« 

Dublin, Fitewilliam Squabs, 
JS^oteniber 14, 1855. 

I am not personally acquainted with Dr. Laycock, but I 
have read with great pleasure and profit many of his Lectures, 
Reviews, and other works. 

Judging fi:om these, and from other circumstances, I do 
not hesitate to say that I consider him eminently qualified for 
the appointment of Professor of the Practice of Physic. 

I entertain a very high opinion of his talents, his attain- 
ments, and his general and professional character. He has 
already done much to advance the Science of Medicine ; and he 
seems to possess industry, perseverance, and learning, with a 
chastened and judicious originality of mind, well calculated 
to fit him for maintaining, in undiminished celebrity, the dis- 
tinguished Chur to which he aspires. 

CHAS. BENSON, A.M., M.D. 
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From R. L. Williams, A.M., M.D., M.E.I.A., Vice-President of 
and Professor of Materia Medica to the Royal College of Sur- 
geons in Ireland ; Surgeon to the City of Dublin Hospital, &c. 

Dublin, 94 Lower Fitzwxlliam Stbeet, 
Sth September 1855. 

Having been informed that Dr. Thomas Laycock is a 
candidate for the Chair of Physic in the University of 
Edinburgh, I venture to express my opinion that he is 
very eminently qualified to occupy that distinguished posi- 
tion. 

Dr, Laycock's reputation as a learned, scientific, and 
practical Physician is too well established by his numerous 
and valuable works to need that their merit should be con- 
sidered in detail ; and, indeed, their number would render it 
impracticable to do so within reasonable limits. It is enough 
to say that he is admitted, by universal consent, to be in the 
foremost rank of living contributors to the advancement of 
Medical Science, 

What Dr. Laycock has already done afibrds a guarantee 
more satisfactory than any other that could be given, that 
in the event of his succeeding to the Chidr of Physic in the 
University of Edinburgh, he will add fi'esh celebrity to a pro- 
fessorship in which he will have had so many illustrious pre- 
decessors. 

R, L, WILLIAMS, A.M., M.D., M.R.I.A. 
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From Sir Philip Crampton, Bart., M.D., Fellow of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, Ireland ; Fellow of the Royal Society ; 
' Member of the Royal Irish Academy; of the Society de Chirurgie 
of Paris, &c. &c. ; Surgeon to Stewart's Hospital and the Dub- 
lin County Infirmary; Surgeon-General to the Forces, and 
Surgeon in Ordinary to the Queen in Ireland ; Member of the 
'Senate of the University of London, and of the Queen's Univer- 
sity in Ireland ; Author of numerous Essays, &c. 

Dublin, S^tember 13, 1855. 

Dear Sir— I feel honoured by your expressing a wish to 
see my name on your list of Contributors of Testimonials. 
In that list I read the names of men the most distinguished 
in the Medical Profession by their learning, their talents, and 
their virtues ; but in addition to this high testimony, I feel 
bound to say that all I have seen of your literary labours 
point you out to me as a worthy successor to Professor 
Alison.— I remain, &c. PHILIP CRAMPTON. 

Dr, Laycoekf t&e, dtc. 



From JoiiLiFFE Tupnell, F.R.C.S.I., M.B.I.A., Regius Professor of 
Military Surgery in Ireland ; Author of various Medical Essays. 

Dublin, September 13, 1855. 

I have for a long period regarded Dr. Thomas Laycock as 
one of the most zealous cultivators of the Science of Medicine. 

His writings have been of so general a character, that 
I feel convinced, as a Lecturer and exponent of the Practice of 
Medicine, he will be a most efficient teacher, and well entitled 
to succeed the late distinguished Professor in the Chair of 
Physic in the University of Edinburgh. 

JOLLIFFE TUFNELL, F.R.C.S.I., M.R.I.A. 
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From Arthur Jacob, M.D., Edinburgh, Fellow of the Royal College 
of Surgeons, Ireland, and Professor of Anatomy and Physiology 
in the College ; Member of the Royal Irish Academy ; Surgeon 
to Sir Patrick Dunn's Hospital, &c. ; Author of " Essays^— 
Anatomical, Zoological, and Miscellaneous," "A Treatise on 
Inflammation of the Eyeball," " Account of a Membrane of the 
Eye recently discovered," and numerous other Works and Essays. 

Ely Place, Dublin, 

September 12, 1855. 

Any additional testimony I can oflFer in support of Dr. 
Laycock's character, already so well established, I give without 
hesitation. 

Every one must acknowledge the value of his numerous 
contributions toward the advancement of Medical Science. 

The number, variety, and value of his communications prove 
that his knowledge is as extensive as it is sound, and that no 
branch of professional knowledge has escaped his observation. 

Of his ability to discharge the duties assigned to a Pro- 
fessor of the Practice of Medicine, I entertain no doubt ; 
and I am convinced that, if elected to that chair in Edin- 
burgh, his success will equal that of his able predecessors. 

I may, perhaps, venture to add, that his not having been 
engaged in the service of metropolitan institutions or large 
colleges, appears to me not unfavourable to his claims, but on 
the contrary strengthens them ; for I am of opinion that our 
Universities may be invigorated by the infusion of new ele- 
ments. AR. JACOB, M.D. Edin., F.R.C.S. 



From Edwin Chadwick, Esq., Companion of the Order of the 
Bath, Author of " Local and General Reports on the Sanitary 
Condition of Great Britain," &c. &c., and late Member of the 
General Board of Health. 

Paris, September 15, 1855. 

I may submit for consideration the following facts, as 
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bearing upon the qualifications of Dr. Laycock, for the Chair 
of Practice of Physic at Edinburgh : — 

I may premise, as a truism, that one quahfication for the 
safe treatment of diseases, and for safe teaching, is a sound 
knowledge of their general as well as particular causes. A 
clear view of their causes, it scarcely need now be said, is 
necessary for the expression of correct opinions as to the 
means for their prevention. 

In the course of my own inquiries as to the means of 
improving the sanitary conditions of town populations some 
years ago, I found clear views of the general causes of disease 
very rare amongst the medical profession, and opinions now 
demonstrated to be erroneous, the most common amongst 
them. I venture to interpose the observation, that it is 
demonstrable, that if clear views had prevailed, and had been 
allowed practical eflfect in the army medical administration, 
full jSfteen thousand of the lives lost during the present 
campaign would have been saved, and the overcrowding of 
hospitals have been prevented. 

In 1844, Dr. Laycock was one of a very small number 
of medical men who supported important practical conclu- 
sions on the subject of the causes of disease, and the means 
of preventing it, and of improving the health of the general 
population. His Report on the Sanitary Condition of York 
appeared to me, and to others oflBcially associated with me, 
to be the best that we had received, not only from that city, 
but of any we received from any other city or town in the 
United Kingdom. 

EDWIN CHADWICK. 
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From William A. Guy, M.D., Cantab., Fellow and one of the 
Censors of the Royal College of Physicians; Physician to 
King's College Hospital ; Professor of Forensic Medicine, 
King's College, London ; Dean of the Medical Department, 
King's College ; Honorary Secretary of the Statistical Society, 
&c. ; Author of several Works and Essays on Physiology, 
Hygiene, and Forensic Medicine, and Editor of Dr. Hooper's 
Physician's Vade Mecum. 

My Dear Sir — The great services which you have 
rendered to the important Science of Public Health, in which, 

in common with yourself, I take so lively an interest, would 
of itself induce me to oflfer my testimony in favour of your 
pretensions to the Chair of Physic in the University of Edin- 
burgh, for which you are a candidate. 

But when these claims to consideration are supported, as 
in your case, by so many other qualifications, and by evi- 
dences of so successful a devotion to the Practice of Medicine, 
in so many important directions, I feel that it would be diffi- 
cult, if not impossible, to find in the profession a candidate, 
who unites to practical experience and teaching so large and 
comprehensive a knowledge of his subject, and so sincere a 
devotion to it. 

Wishing you that success which you seem so richly to 
deserve— I am, &c. WILLIAM A. GUY. 

Dr, Laycock. 



From T. Herbert Barker, M.D., F.E.C.S., Vice-President of the 
Bedford Literary Institute ; Fellow of the Royal Medico-Chi- 
rorgical Society; Member of the Pathological Society, &c. ; 
Author of " An Essay on Intoxicating Liquors," " An Address 
to the Medical Profession," "Practical Observations on the 
Diet of Infancy and Childhood," &c. &c. 

It is with great pleasure that I contribute my humble 
testimony to the estimation in which Dr. Thomas Laycock, 
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of York, is held by his professional brethren in different pai'ts 
of the country. 

I have been acquainted with his valuable medical Writ- 
ings and researches for some years, and consider him pre- 
eminently qualified to fill the vacant chair in the University 
of Edmburgh. 

I have no doubt that, should Dr. Laycock obtain the 
Professorship to which he aspires, he will fully sustain the 
very high reputation of the medical department of the Uni- 
versity. 

HERBERT BARKER, M.D., F.R.C.S. 

Bedford, September 17, 1855. 



From John Thurnam, M.D., F.S.A., Licentiiate of the Royal 
College of Physicians of London ; Physician Superintendent of 
the Wilts County Asylum ; Author of " The Statistics of In- 
sanity,^' and of Memoirs '^ On Aneurism of the Heart, and of 
Spontaneous Varicose Aneurism of the Aorta," &c. &c. 

Wilts County Asylum, Beyizes, 
Sept. 15, 1855. 

Dr. Laycock is so well known as an able Physician and 
Teacher of Medicine, that it appears almost superfluous to 
offer any opinion as to his fitness for the oflBce of Professor of 
Medicine in the University of Edinburgh. 

If great natural endowments — extensive erudition — and 
zeal in the acquirement and dissemination of knowledge, both 
as a Writer and a Lecturer, be any guarantee of fitness for 
such an appointment, assuredly Dr. Laycock has claims such 
as few others can possess. 

JOHN THURNAM, M.D., F.S.A. 
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From John B. Melson, M.A., M.D., Cantab., Fellow of the 
Royal College of Physicians of London ; formerly Physician 
to the Queen's Hospital, and Professor of Clinical Medicine, 
Queen's College, Birmingham, &c. &c. 

My Dear Dr. Laycock — It gives me great pleasure to 
find that you are a candidate for the Chair of Physic in the 
University of Edinburgh ; and most heartily do I wish you the 
success which your talents and cosmopolitan reputation would 
seem alike to command. 

It is not, however, solely on the account of one whose 
growing fame it has been my satisfaction, from his very boy- 
hood, to witness, that I desire your success, but because of the 
anxiety I feel, in common with all to whom the advancement 
of our noble profession is a matter of interest, that the Science 
of Medicine in its ancient seat should sustain no loss in its 
new and chief representative. 

Hoping that you will soon receive the palm you so richly 

merit, I am, &c. 

JOHN B. MELSON. 

68 Newhall Stbeet, BmMiKaHAM, 
September 14, 1855. 



From Wm. Paley, M.D., Lond., Physician to the Peterborough 

Infirmary, &c. &c. 

Peterborough, Sept. 22, 1855. 

Dear Dr. Laycock — Though there are few physicians to 
whom it would be right to give a testimonial without a 
long and most intimate previous acquaintance, I feel confident 
that you are a most proper exception to the rule. In the 
first place, you are so well known to the whole profession by 
your numerous and most able contributions to medical science ; 
and in the second place, T have heard so much of your high 
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reputation at York as a most accomplished and Scientific 
Physician and admirable Lecturer, that I most gladly avail 
myself of your request to bear my feeble testimony to your 
most unusual fitness for the high and most honourable oflBce 
of Professor of Medicine in the University of Edinburgh. 
With my best wishes for your success, believe me, &c. 

WM. PALEY, M.D. 
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From Medical Practitioners in the City and County of York. 

To the Right Honourable the Lord Provost, MagistrateSf and 
Town-Councilf of the City of Edinburgh — 

Gentlemen — Dr. Alison having vacated the Chair of 
the Practice of Physic in your University, the Profession 
naturally feel interested in the election of his successor. The 
University of Edinburgh has long been famous for its Medical 
School, and its Professors have held distinguished rank 
amongst the medical celebrities of their day, attracting stu- 
dents from all parts of the world. 

Influenced by these convictions, we, the undersigned 
Medical Practitioners, venture respectfully to urge upon your 
attention the strong claims of Dr. Laycock, conceiving him, 
fi:om his great industry — his well-established reputation — his 
clear and enlightened views on Medical Science — and his 
great success as a Lecturer — to be well qualified to occupy that 
chair which has, been filled with such distinguished reputation 
by Dr. Alison. Should Dr. Laycock be elected, we believe 
that he will uphold the honour and dignity of your Univer- 
sity, and the Professional public will feel satisfied that the 
mantle of Dr. Alison has not descended upon an unworthy 
successor. — We remain, yours, &c. 

JAS. PALEY, Surgeon to the York Ophthalmic Listitution. 
I. MENNELL WILLIAMS, M.R.C.S., York. 
DANL. H. TUKE, M.D., L.R.C.P. 
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EDWARD SIMPSON, M.D., M.R.C.S., York. 
GEO. CLARK, M.R.C.S., York. • 
JOHN FOTHERGILL, M.R.C.S., Selby. 

A. SCOTCHBURN, M.R.C.S., Driffidd. 
WASHINGTON HARRISON, M.R.C.S., Driffield. 
JOHN GAGGS, M.R.C.S., Selby. 

JOHN MATTHEWS, M.D., M.R.C.S., York. 
W. E. SWAINE, M.D., F.R.C.P., York. 

B. DODSWORTH, M.R.C.S.L., York. 
ROBERT R. PRANCE, M.R.C.S.E., M.D., York. 

WM. REED, M.R.C.S., Surgeon to the York Ophthalmic Institution. 

JNO. J. F. MARSHALL, M.RC.S., Hohne-on-Spalding-Moor. 

ALFRED BALL, M.R.C.S.E., and L.8.A., York. 

HENRY CRUMMACK, M.R.C.S., and L.S.A., York. 

WILLLAM RICHARDSON, L.S.A., Stockton. 

CHARLES TROTTER, M.R.C.S., L.S.A., Stockton. 

L. F. CRUMMEY, M.R.C.S., L.S.A., Middlesbro'-on-Tees. 

J. H. HANDYSIDE, L.R.C.S.E., Stokesley. 

WILLIAM FOSS, L.S.A., Stockton. 

WILLLAM HAZLEWOOD, M.D., Darlington. 

ARTHUR STROTHER, M.R.C.S., L,S.A., Darlington. 

STEPHEN EDWARD PIPER, F.R.C.S., Darlington. 

THOS. LAURY RIDLEY, M.R.C.S., Middlesbro'. 

GEORGE COATES, L.S.A., Middlesbro'. 

WM. MORDUE, Middlesbro'. 

JOHN RICHARDSON, M.R.C.S., Middlesbro*. 

WM. MARSHALL, L.S.A., York. 

WM. J. STROTHER, M.R.C.S., Stokesley. 

JAS. H. WHITESIDE, M.D., Stockton. 



The following Gentlemen have favoured Dr. Laycock 
with special Testimonials similar in spirit to the above. 

Dr. MEYER AHRENS, Zurich. 

Rev. WM. CLARK, M.D., Cantab., Rector of Guiseley, near Leeds, formerly 

Professor of Anatomy and Physiology, Cambridge. 
JOHN NESS, Esq., Helmsley, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons of 

England, and Coroner for the County of York. 
EDWIN HORATIO CLEMENTS, Esq., Wetwang, East Yorkshire, 

M.R.C.S., &c. &c. 
JOHN CROSBY, Esq., M.R.C.S., of Great Ousebum, North Yorkshire. 
Rev. JAMES PARSONS, Minister of Salem Chapel, York. 
H. S. BELCOMBE, Esq., M.D., York, Consulting Physician to the York 

County Hospital. 
JOHN BUCKLE, Esq., Member of the Royal College of Surgeons^ &c., &c. 

Bedale, Yorkshire. 
JOHN HUTTON, M.D , Licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons of 

Edinburgh, &c, 'I'hirsk. 
W. C. CAUTLEY, Esq., Member of the Royal College of Surgeons of Eng- 
land, &c., Ripley, West Yorkshire. 
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CHRIS. DIGHTON, Esq., Northallertoii, Member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of England, Surgeon to the North Riding Prison at Northaller- 
ton. 

LAN. F. CRUMMEY, Esq., Member of the Royal College of Surgeons of 
England, Middlesboro-on-Tees. 

THOMAS HATMES, Esq., Thirsk, Yorkshire, Member of the Royal College 
of Surgeons of England. 

E. S. BRETT, Esq., Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, &c. &c, Brid- 
lington. 

HENRY UMPLEBY, M.D., Licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
Edinburgh, &c, &c., Bedale. 

WM. NEWCOMBE, Esq., Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, Little- 
borough, Lancashire. 



From EiCHARD Fowler, M.D., Edin., (1793), Member of the 
Eoyal College of Physicians ; F.E.S., F.StA»,^lfe. ; Consulting 
Physician to the Salisbury and County Infirmary ; Author of 
Essays " On Galvanism," " On Inflammation," " On the Dea^ 
Dumb, and Blind," &c. &c. 

I 

London, September 22, 1855. 

Dear Dr. Laycock — I have been on the railway ever 
since I met you at Glasgow, or I should have written to say 
how gratified I am to find you a candidate for the Chair 
(in my most valued Alma Mater) vacated by my friend Dr. 
Alison. 

I know no man so well qualified to succeed him. Your 
extensive reading has made you a JuU man ; what you have 
written proves you a correct man ; and all who have had 
the pleasure of conversation with you must know that you 
are a ready man. Lord Bacon himself would have been per- 
fectly satisfied with you for a Professorial Chair, to teach all 
in Medical Science and Art. 

I left Edinburgh in 1793, and I can truly say that I have 
not met with any more accomplished Physician than yourself. 

That the University in which I passed five of the hap- 
piest years of my life, may be enabled to profit by your 
talents, your experience, and your extraordinaiy learning, is 
the earnest wish of your friend — 

RICHD. FOWLER. 
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From Jas. Eisdon Bennett, M.D., Fellow of the Royal College of 
Physicians of Ijondon ; Physician to and Lecturer on the Theory 
and Practice of Medicine at St. Thomas' Hospital; Secretary 
to the Sydenham Society, &c. 

15 FnreBUBT Square, 
London, September 26, 1855. 

Dr. Laycock's varied and extensive literary and scientific 
acquirements are sufficiently attested by his published works ; 
and all who know him must admit that he has devoted powers 
of no ordinary kind with remarkable energy to the investi- 
gation and advancement of Medical Science. His profound 
acquaintance with neurological studies, and his established 
literary and scientific character, led to his appointment by 
the Council of the Sydenham Society as the editor of their 
edition of the Works of Prochaska and Unzer. In my ofiicial 
character as the Secretary of that Society, I have had abun- 
dant opportunities for judging of Dr. Laycock's character 
and acquirements. That he possesses in a high degree the 
qualifications requisite for the Professor of the Practice of 
Medicine in the University of Edinburgh I feel convinced. 
His zealous devotion to his profession, and the acuteness and 
activity of his mind, are such as cannot fail to inspire his 
pupils with that zeal and energy which are essential to the 
success of master and pupil. 



From John Forbes, M.D., D.C.L., F.K.S., Physician to Her 

Majesty's Household. 

12 Old Bublington Street, London, 
JSept. 27, 1854. 

Dear Laycock — On my return to town to-day, after a 
long absence on the Continent, I learn with much pleasure 
that you are a candidate for the Chair of Medicine in the 
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University of Edinburgh. I hope for the sake of my dear 
old Ahna Mater, and for the sake of the rising generation of 
medical men, that your prospects of success are good, as I 
know of no one more likely than yourself to bring to the 
vacant chair, acquirements and powers calculated to maintain 
that eminence which it has so long and so deservedly pos- 
sessed. 1 am glad you have printed the testimonial I gave 
you some time since when you were a candidate for the York 
appointment, as it truly expresses my opinion of your fitness 
for the oflSce of an Hospital Physician and Clinical Teacher. 
I will now, therefore, only, add, that I think your qualifica- 
tions as a Teacher of Medicine generally, are equally great if 
not greater. Your extensive Hterary and scientific acquire- 
ments, more especially in physiology and practical medicine, 
your long experience in the practice of your profession, and 
in teaching various branches of it, your great power of com- 
bining and concentrating the knowledge possessed on the 
particular subject in hand, your eminent talent for original 
investigation and analysis, your zeal in the promotion of 
medical science, and, finally, your natural eloquence, regulated 
and matured by long practice as a lecturer, altogether consti- 
tute such a combination of qualities as fit you, in my opinion, 
in an extrcuyrdinary degree for the office to which you aspire, 
and render you not unworthy to succeed the great and excel- 
lent man who has just vacated it. 

Wishing you all success, believe me, dear Laycock, very 
sincerely, yours. 

JOHN FORBES. 



Dear Laycock — 1 consecrate to you my fii*st penwork on 
my return. Would you were a Scotsman ! I do w<?^ expect 
success for you, but I pray for it. — ^Yours always, J. F. 
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